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Dear Friends

As you read this, | shall be convalescing following my operation at the end of
October. It will also be my last Christmas letter before my retirement in 2017,

an article which in some ways is more emotionally poignant than ones | have
done previously. My problem, as always, is how to write about a subject on
which so much has been written before? indeed it will be the 20th time | have
written about the Christmas season myself. But, difficuit though that can be, it is
none-the-less something we cannot ignore. Christmas, the birth of Jesus Christ,
lies at the very heart of our Christian Faith, alongside that other ‘pillar’ of
Christianity — Easter.

With that in mind, it set me thinking about what is probably our greatest and
most important aspect of how we respond in terms of our faith in God and
Jesus Christ — emotional response. Faith touches the very heart of our souls.
God is love and faith without iove would be nothing; dry and useless. It is in that
vein | turn towards something that many find emotionally moving — the arts, and
in particular poetry and music. it would be impossibie for me to say which song,
hymn or poem is my favourite, | love so many. Fairly near the top of my
favourite Christmas poems, also a popular hymn is ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’,
which is a poem by Christina Rossetti known as 'A Christmas Carol’.

There is much | could say about this poem, but what | consider to be the central
theme of this beautiful carol is that which t feel is most mind-blowing about this
wonderful event of our Lord’s nativity; that of the meeting of earth and heaven,
God coming down to share our ordinary, lowly existences. As we hear in the
second verse of the poem:

'Our God, heaven cannot hold him nor earth sustain....In the bleak midwinter a
stable place sufficed. The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ'.

The magnificence and glory of God takes the form of a helpless human baby.
The God who sustains us is sustained in humility by a mother’s love. Verse 4
describes this in a wonderful yet humanly touching way:

‘Angels and Archangels may have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
But only his mother in her maiden bliss

Worshipped the beloved with a kiss’
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This is the wonder of Christmas, that God loved us so much that he came down
from highest heaven to our lowly, insignificant lives, to share that life with us.
And what can we do in response? How can we adequately give thanks for this,
the greatest gift we could ever receive?

‘What can | give him, poor as | am?

If | were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb.
If | were a wise man, | would do my part,
Yet what | can | give him, Give my heart

Our response to the greatest gift — the gift of God - is nothing mare, nothing
less than our very selves - our love and our utmost devation. What will you give
to God this Christmas?

A Happy and Holy Christmas,

From Paul, Susan and family

They Gave Their Lives in the Great War

Please remember these brave men in your prayers, who gave up their lives for
their country in World War 1:

ELL\S John - 121908 Corporal (shown as Lance Carporal on Memorial)
died Friday 5.1.17 (20}

Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 12th Battalion

Buried at Sailly-Au-Bois Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France
Son Alice Emma Turton (Formerly Ellis) & the late William James
3, Beli Lane Terrace, Moor Top, Ackworth

CLEMENTS Fred -19816, Private, died Monday 18 12 16 (31)
West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales Own) 9th Battalion
Buried at Bradford (Bowling) Cemetery.

Husband of Ada Pritchard (formerly Clements) 5, Francis Buildings,

Moor Top, Ackworth.



What is it to be a Pilgrim?

One definition of the word ‘Pilgrim’ is;

"a person who journeys, especially a long distance, to some sacred place as an
act of religious devotion” and that is what you probably recognise a pilgrim to
be. Of course, some very famous ones, in the 17th Century, journeyed as far as
Massachusetts to establish a religious colony, the Pilgrim Fathers.

However, these days and here in Ackworth, you would not need to journey far
in distance physically, but your journey could be a long way spiritually and
visiting many interesting ptaces along the way!

Pilgrim is a major new teaching and discipleship resource from the Church of
England. it aims to help every local church create a ptace where people can
explore the Christian faith together and see how it can be lived out each day.

Pilgrim takes a different approach to other Christian programmes. [t
approaches the great issues of faith not through persuasion, but participation in
a pattern of contemplation and discussion with a group of fellow traveliers.

Pilgrim is comprised of two stages: the Follow stage for those very new to faith,
and the Grow stage for those who want to go further. Each stage contains four
short six-session courses which focus on a major theme of Christian life.

Pilgrim assumes very little understanding or knowledge of the Christian faith, it
starts at the very beginning. It aims to equip people to follow Jesus Christ as
disciples in the whole of their lives. It flows from the Scriptures; the primary
focus of each session is a2 group of people engaging with the Bible together
drawing deeply from the Christian tradition

In the Early Church, the Christian faith was taught by the transmission of key
texts which summed up the heart of the Christian message. Pilgrim restores
this approach for the twenty-first century hanouring the Anglican way and its
many streams

Currently, there are two groups running in Ackworth which are proving to be
very successful and valued by all members. Each group meets one evening
each week for a six-week focus, co-ordinated by Rev Paul Fox and following
the plan in the booklet we have. But there is more than foliowing a prescribed
course - there is discussion, a respect for different views, a totally non-
judgemental atmosphere of the problems and difficulties of faith in the times in
which we live and work and a sense of shared understanding by the time we
finish. Each session is kept to time and everyone has the apportunity to share
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views and opinions, ask questions or just listen. The first group that started
almost 2 years ago is now preparing for the 5th of the series and no-one has
ieft this group, so it must be working!

if you may be interested in joining the 3rd group of Pilgrims, or want to know
more, why not visit the website:

www . pilgrimcourse.org or contact Rev Paul Fox on 01977 613834 and he will
be happy to give you further details.

Ackworth Calendar 2017 is now on sale

This year the Ackworth Calendar for 2017 contains old photographs of
Ackworth taken by Mr Harry Miles and is a joint venture with the Ackworth and
District Heritage Group in memory of Harry who died earlier this year.

The calendar is in two alternative formats this year so you can choose the size
of the calendar that you prefer. Both contain the same 12 interesting
photographs of our wonderful village in previous years.

We feel that this calendar will again be valued and sought after by local people
and visitors and will make a splendid Christmas present for friends and
relatives who have moved away from the village, carrying fond memories of
Ackworth to them at Christmas.

Make sure you get your copy, as the calendar will again be a sought-after
collector's item. The calendars, sold by the church to benefit the Church’s
Repairs and Maintenance Fund, are now on general sale. If you have not
purchased your copy yet, don't delay, purchase it or reserve it now as we only
have iimited stock of the two separate formats

We don't want you to be disappointed! Make sure you get your copy.

The calendars (with envelopes)
are available at only £5 each (A4 size) or £6 each {double A4 size)
(in the double A4 format the pictures are larger)
at
All Saints’ Church (Thursday Coffee morning)
St Cuthbert’s Church

Stephen K. F. Lo Chemists, Barnsley Rd
The Card Gallery, Barnsiey Rd

Amanda's Gent’s Hairdresser Bell Lane

Scissor Happy Lady’s Hairdresser Bell Lane
The Ackworth Heritage Group
and other outlets.
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Or telephone Julie Davis on 01977 616121
or Bill Branston on 01977 610590
to arrange delivery.

DON'T MISS OUT

St Cuthbert’s and All Saint’s Churches
GRAND CHRISTMAS DRAW
1! Prize — A Luxury Christmas Hamper
2" Prize — A Carvery meal for a family of 4
at The Rustic Arms
Plus several other prizes.

Tickets for the Grand Christmas draw are now on sale from some PCC
members and the Churchwardens and at the Thursday Coffee moring {10 am
to 12 noon) at All Saints’ Church, Wakefield Road. The draw will take place

around 11 am on Thursday December 15" at the Coffee Morning at All Saints’
Church.

Please support this effort and come along to the Caffee Mornings to join in with
the activities planned for 15" December.

If you would like tickets and cannot get to church or the coffee morning ring Bill
or Biddy Branston on 01877 610590 and one of us will bring some to you at
your home.




p— . Beautiful
HEAVENLY
CREATIONS

Sy v == QCCasions
SRS A§=E Supporting the

Rory James

flowers for all

Embling
i Foundation at
B Cardiac Risk In

facebook.com/Angelwingsfloral,fa

DO YOU HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PESTS?
Promet Mice, rats, wasps, flies, moths, fleas, bed bugs or moles.
Pest o+ Don’t delay, call Gareth at Prompt Pest Services today!

SERvICES/ 07519 145509 or 01977 617430 Ackworth family run
business. Local, friendly, professional and reliable

service. Free discreet and expert advice.
Fully quaiified and insured, with 12 years experience, competitive rates.

J C POWERCO LTD OPTICIANS

“Your LOCAL Sarden Madiinery Spocialists”

‘ . > SOUTH KIRKBY EVECARE
@ d*/i ‘é‘ CHURCH VIEW HEALTH CENTRE
LANGTHWAITE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
Find us in ACKWORTH WF3 3AP

(next door to the BP petrol station}

01977 612319

NEW & USED FOR SALE

+ SERVICE, REPAIRS & PARTS Ann Wells 01977 648844
www.jcpowerco.co,uk
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Spick & Span Cleaning
We don’t cut corners....
We c¢lean them!

Contact:
Helen: 07798840438
Annete: 07769332703

FEELING STRESSED, ANXIOUS OR EXHAUSTED!

Holistic Health
Specialises in Stress-Reduction through working
Directly on and through the nervous system
*FOR STRESS-RELATED ILLNESSES:*

Hormonal imbalances Dgpregsion_

High Blood Pressure glgesllve Disorders
i nstipation

anognlratnon ASSOCIATION of Back ,f ;

Migraine REFLEXOLOGISTS o .on

Tension Headaches . Sciatic Pain

Mental Health Conditions °°'“P'e'“°"':n'1' ‘i"‘." Conventional  Lymphatic System

Sleep Disorders ) edicine ] Sport Injuries

General Aches & Pains Working together for a healthier future  Arthritis

Anxiety STRESS MANAGEMENT CLINICON A And Much More!

SATURDAY
Call Heather on 07807 529078
FREE HALF-HOUR CONSULTATION WITH THE FIRST VISIT
Heather Hunter MA R, R.A.S. A, NHS Registered
Emaii: HeatherHunter333@outlook.com
www.hhholistichealth weebly.com
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ALL SAINTS’ FLOWERS

and

ST. CUTHBERT’S FLOWERS

4th Dec Advent
11th Dec Advent
18th Dec Advent
25th Dec Christmas
1st  Jan Flower Fund
8th Jan Flower Fund
15th Jan Flower Fund
22nd Jan Flower Fund
29th Jan Flower Fund

Thank you to all who donate to the Flower Fund for both churches.
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John Cox Health

Physiotherapy Practice
01977 644888

9 High Street Upton
Email: johncoxtherapy @btconnect.com
www.johncoxtherapy.co.uk

PHYSIOTHERAPY MCSP HCPC
ACUPUNCTURE AACP
SPORTS THERAPY IIST FHT
CHIROPODY & PODIATRY MSCP
MEDICO-LEGAL SERVICES
INSURANCE SERVICES

ALSO AT OUR PRACTICE ARE 2
FULLY QUALIFIED CHIROPODISTS/
PODIATRISTS BOTH HCPC
REGISTERED
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The Court

d Tea Room and Gallery
Womersley

Good home cooked tasty food, locally sourced
and served with courtesy and a smile.

Open from 9.00am to 4.00pm, Thursday to Monday, serving
breakfasts, lunches and traditional afternoon {eas.

for more info. and for special events see
www thecourtyardwomersley.co.uk

Park Lane, Womersley, DN6 9BH
(5 minutes off the A1, at the Darrington turnoff)
Tel 01977 621190
email: tea@thecourtyardwomersley.co.uk

= PRIVATE DENTURE CLINIC WHERE QUALITY AND BERVICE COU

N /) Dentures by
7 OMINIC
Re-creating your iost smile ammm

Clinieal Dental Techniciar Dip CDT RCS Eng
GENERAL DENTAL COUNCIL REGISTRATION NUMBER 145164

The Importance of a Smile...

It takes but a2 moment, but ihe memary of it can last a tifetime. )t creates happiness
in the home, fosters goodwill, brings rest o the weary, cheer to the discouraged and ¥
sunshine to all whao are sad..

v = s ® \ b oy

At Dentures by Dominic we don't just make ¥
dentures, we create smiles : |

Just as you are unigue so are your denture requirements, all our dentures are designed and : #

crafied to suit your individual reeds, working together as a team, you and your clinician;
using the finest materials and natural looking teeth, can create a functionat and
comfortable denture that is uniquely yours..,

Al Dentures by Dominic we pride ousselves on the relaxed and fnendly eavironment that we pmvlde




TROUBLE WITH YOUR
COMPUTER?

Whatever your problem - contact

YAGER COMPUTER
SERVICES

for a friendly, reliable home or
office consultation

Phone lan
07973 540 946

Dixons Decorators
For all aspects of

painting and decorating
Over 30 years experience

Telephone Carl

07795325794

- or email

dixonsdecorators@hotmail.co.uk

For a free no obligation quote

SKF LO (CHEMISTS)

Ltd
29 Barnsley Road
Ackworth
01977 613132

Friendly advice on all healthcare.
Monday - Friday 9am - 6:00pm;
Saturday 9am - 12:00pm

BRACKEN HILL FISH SHOP
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Mob: 07774828319

TR

Opening Times
Mon Closed
Tues 11.30-1.30&4.30-8pm
Wed 4.30-7.30 pm
Thurs 11.30-1.30 & 4.30-8 pm
Fri 11.30-1.30&4.30-7.30 pm
Sat 11.30 am - 1.30 pm
Satisfaction Guaranteed

& PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Tel: 07586 369147

For a friendly and reliable service,
call for a free, no obligation quote.
General DIY jobs and repairs
Indoor and outdoor painting
Tiling

Garden Maintenance

Decking

Pat Olbison
Traditional Joiner
Mission Room House

Wakefield Road, Ackworth

WF7 7A8

Tel: 01977 612733

Mob: Q7779 485572
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NORMINGTON & SON'S LIMITED
(Funerai Directors)

Email: normingtonfuneral@gmail.com
Website: http://normingtonandson.co.uk

Private
Service
Chapel

Chapels
of Rest

Newstead View Funeral Home
Newstead Lane, Havercroft, Wakefield. WF4 2HW
Also At
Private Baptist Chapel, Wakefield Road, Kinsley, Pontefract. WF9 SJF.

The Independent Family Business
That Puts People First

24 hour Helpline 01226 700760 365 days a year

CATERING — FLORAL TRIBUTES — HEADSTONES
Monumental Services on the Premises
Worldwide Repatriation 1Oy
T e AR |
Pre Paid Funeral Plans SAITI FH
For Future Peace of Mind

-

INDETENDENT

| e
B DIRECTORS

UK REG 2697534 Members of S.ALF. International
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Andrew J. Peaker

Peak Acccounting Services
Complete Accountancy Services
Self-Assessment Retumns
Wages/Book Keeping
Annual Accounts Preparation
Taxation & VAT

Free Initial Consultation
1 Langdale Drive, Low Ackworth
Pontefract WF7 7PX
Tel: 01977 614912

SIMPLE FOOTCARE

Corns and callus; nails and skin
By Keith Peatfield
01977 704508

8 Elm Terrace
SWALES YARD
Pontefract
WF8 1DG
{behind Malt
Shovel)

FAIRTRADE ACKWORTH
Third World Products
Total Petrol Station,
Wakefield Road, Ackworth.

“
Tea, Coffee, Dried Fruit, Nuts, Gifts etc

Mon, Tues, Fri, 3 pm-5pm
Sat 10 - 12 noon

The Brown Cow
Pontefract Road, Ackworth.
Tel: 01977 704735

Home cooked quality food.
Served 6pm-—9pm, Tue—Sat
Sunday Lunch, 12-3pm
Weddings, Christenings,
Funerals catered for.
Buffets and outside catering.
Tel: 01977 704735

S

Ackworth Wills
Peace of Mind Affordably
10 Years of Faithful Service
Wills * Trusts * Power of Attorney
Home Visits

john Alder BA, BA (Hons), M. Ed
Ackworth Wills

01977 611833 or 07733377413

www.ackworthwills.co.uk

Lancaser

Mob: 07801336896
www.lancastermemorials.co.uk
FOR UNBEATABLE ALL ROUND SERVICE AT THE
LOWEST PRICES PRODUCING OUTSTANDING
QUALITY
Request a brochure or home visit or choose from
our showroom. Design your cwn stone on our
computer.
QOTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT
YORKSHIRE
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OAKWORTH CONSULTANCY SERVICES LTD
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
RETIREMENT AND INVESTMENT SPECIALISTS

W A DOUGLAS & R W DOUGLAS
Director Associlate

OAKWORTH HOUSE, 45 NEWGATE, PONTEFRACT

WEST YORKSHIRE, WF8 1NB
TELEPHONE: (01977) 600020 FACSIMILE: (01977) 690026
www.oakworthconsultancy.co.uk

OAKWORTH CONSULTANCY SERVICES LTD IS REGULATED BY
THE FINANCIAL SERVICES AUTHORITY

o™ g ?)'D Sstap,
- \C SAh

8 BELL LANE ACKWORTH
Tel: 613633
www.aldredsonline.co.uk
NHS & PRIVATE EYE EXAMINATIONS
WIDE RANGE OF FRAMES
FOR ALL BUDGETS

We have the latest Seiko technology
for spectacle choice & dispensing.
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Friday & Saturday
Evenings 6pm — Spm
3 Course Couples Menu

ONLY £39.85 inc

Y. Carafe Wine
A new menu every week

7 Long Lane, Ackworth, Pontefract, Main Menu & Specials also
WF7 7EZ available
01977 705673

Alovely Country Pub in Wednesday

beautiful surroundings. i i
Children’s Play Area QUIZ nght

Function Room available for Followed by
all Occasions. Open the Box

£1 per ticket with
Senior Citizen Menu chance to win a CASH

Monday — Friday prize
12 - 4pm
1 Course £4.95 Thursday
2 Courses £7.45 Music Quiz Night
3 Courses £9.95 9.30pm

ith FREE
The Main Menu is served With FREE supper

12 - 8pm
Sunday
Carvery 12 — 4pm
Main Menu 5pm — 8pm
18



From the Registers

Baptisms

11th September
18th September
25th September
30th October

Marriages
11th September

17th September
21st September
Funerals

12th September
13th September
16th September
23rd September

27th September

11th October
13th October
20th October
27th October

James Hultz

George Barnett

Zeb Kekoa Harris and Gracie Margaret McMullen
Reuben James Bruce Harrison and

Oliver James Camp

Jeffrey Hultz and Helen Charlotte Cook-Hultz
(Blessing and Rededication)

Aidan Moss and Melanie MacKay

Adam lves and Gemma Elizabeth Fox

Reby Smith (82) The Caravan, Warmfield Common
Pamela Sutcliffe (85) 31, Hill Drive, Ackworth

Annie Firth (89) Victoria House, Ryhill

Anthony Dockerty (74) St Clement Court, Ackworth

Moor Top

Kenneth William Rappit (80) Charlestown, Ackworth Moor
Top

Mary Wilson (78) West St Bungalows, South Kirkby

John Wright (82) Orchard Drive, Ackworth

Harry Miles (85) Low Green, Ackworth

Raymond Askham (77) Trees Residential Home, Pontefract

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)

Ackworth School Meeting House, Sundays, 10:45am

SUNDAY

ACKWORTH METHODIST CHURCH
BARNSLEY ROAD
10.45am WORSHIP WITH JUNIOR CHURCH

ALL AGE WORSHIP ON THE 3rd SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH
COFFEE MORNINGS - MONDAYS - 10:30 am - 12 noon

THE PARISH OF ST JOSEPH PONTEFRACT
Incorporating ST MICHAEL KNOTTINGLEY

FATHER SIMON LODGE
Sunday Mass Times

ST MICHAEL 9 am. ST JOSEPH 11.30 am, Evening 6 pm.

Mass Times for The Parish Of The Sacred Heart RC

Father Anthony Fenton
Sacred Heart, Hemsworth

Sunday, 10:45am Saturday Night Mass, 6:00pm
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Sunday Services

for December 2016 and January 2017

Sunday Services

8.30am

10.15am
3.30pm

3.30pm

Holy Communion All Saints’
(2nd & 4th Sunday BCP service)

Family Communion St Cuthbert's
Evensong All Saints’
(except 3rd Sunday in month)

Evensong with Healing Prayer All Saints’

{third Sunday in month)

Wednesday Service

9.30am

4th December
8th December
9th December

11th December
15th December
18th December
24th December
24th December
25th December
25th December

Holy Communion All Saints’

Special Events and Services
4.00pm St Cuthbert's  Gift Service
6.00pm St Cuthbert's Mill Dam Xmas Service
1 30pm St Cuthbert's Combined schools Christmas
Celebration
3.00pm St Cuthbert's  Village Carol Service
10.00am St Cuthberts Howard School Xmas Service
3.30pm All Saints’ Carol Service
5.30pm St Cuthbert's  Carols round the Crib
11.30pm St Cuthbert's  Midnight Mass
8.30am All Saints' Holy Communion
10.15 St Cuthbert’s All Age Eucharist

THERE WILL BE NO MIDWEEK SERVICE AT ALL SAINTS'

18th — 25th Jan

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Sunday

Tuesday
Wednesday

ACKWORTH COMMUNITY CHURCH

10.30am Worship

6.30pm Prayer Meeting

9.30—11.15am Parents and Toddlers Group
9.30—11.15am Parents and Toddlers Group

All services and meetings are held at the Ackworth Parish
Council Community Centre, Bell Lane.

Little Friends Mother and Toddler Group
1st Thursday of each month

2pm to 3.30pm

All Saints Church - Sue Tanswell 612913 for information.
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