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“We wish you a merry
Christmas and a happy New
Year.” So goes the words of the
song which will probably be
chumed out by numerous carol
singers over the next few weeks.

Originally these were the words
of an old traditional west
country carol they have, due to
popular  overuse  become
hackneyed, trite platitudes with
little meaning and little, if any,
true sentiment, a bit like the
American “have a nice day”.
They do however, highlight two
of the biggest celebrations of the
year in both the sacred and
secular calendars.

Two celebrations, which
although streets apart in terms
of their significance, have to
committed Christians and non-
churchgoers alike, a great deal
in common. Both celebrations
have common links which hold
something for both the religious
and non-religious.

Whether your
celebrations are
secular or sacred
Or some measure
of both they
are, for both
‘camps’,
celebrations
which

SN

embody similar values.
Christmas and New year are
often seems as opportunities to
make a fresh start; time to
reflect upon the past (in
particular the previous twelve
months) and make resolution
for change in the future. New
hope fr Christians in the figure
of Jesus Christ — ‘God with us’
— come down among us at
Christmas and new hope for all
in a new year with its strong
associations of making a new
start. To use the words of that
Christmas hit by ‘Slade’ -
‘Lock to the future now, it’s
only just begun;” an
opportunity to start afresh.

However, it’s not quite as
simple as that, to start afresh, to
gain new hope for the future,
the past cannot simply be
forgotten; put away as though it
never happened. We must
reconcile ourselves to what has
happened in the past; come to
terms with those times when
we have been hurt or we have
hurt someone else; to make our
peace with God and our fellow
(wo)men,

The church understands this,
but the concept tends not to be
popular with non-religious
people - repentance (or
confession) and forgiveness (or
absolution). There is even
confusion in church circles
about what constitutes
confession and forgiveness.
Many make the same mistake
as those in the secular world
when they ‘put the past behind

. them’ and make a fresh start.

They think that penitence can
&
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wipe out all that has gone past, or as is
said in that other popular song we sing
around this time ‘.. may old
acquaintance be forgot ...’

We can link the two ideas, when we use
the phrase ‘forgive and forget’.
Forgiveness does not mean forgetting;
as | said at the recent All Souls service
— you can’t erase the past — all we can
do 1s change the way we feel about past
events; make coping easier in terms of
losing loved ome. Nevertheless we
can’t wipe out, expunge our from our
lives what has gone past; we must
reconcile our lives to it!

In time, I’'m sure that some of the many
thousands who lost loved ones in the
New York tragedy of September 11"
will be able to forgive, this will be
essential for them if they are to be able
to continue their lives again, but I
would be very surprised if they were
ever able to forget.

Reconciliation is central to the process
of repentance and absolution and it is a
prominent part of these two months of
December and Januvary with its season
of penitence through Advent to

":l"h'an.j{—you!

Christmas when Jesus came to teach
everyone of God’s love and
forgiveness. As St Paul puts it through
Jesus Chrnist “...God was reconciling
the world to himself...” (2 Cor 5:19).

We continue with the New Year when
traditionally most people review the
year gone by and reconcile things past,
resolving to change in the future (New
Years resolution). The following
season of Epiphany being a time when
God’s purposes in Christ were revealed
to the world.

Penitence, confession and absolution
and the reconciliation that many seek at
this time of year offer more than
enough reason for celebration; a time to
join with others giving thanks for the
new hope that this season heralds; the
hope of peace in heart and mind as well
as in the world. May you all find peace
this Christmas time and the promise of
new hope for the year ahead.

A happy and holy Christmas and a New
Year of peace and hope to you all from
Sue, Chris, Phillip, Sarah and Paul,
your Rector

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has supported
us through the past weeks. We have been overwhelmed by the thoughtfulness and
' kindness shown to us by so many people. As Chris Swift, the head of Chaplaincy
services for the Leeds Hospital Trust, (who has been a tower of strength to us), pointed
out, visitors may not always have been allowed.into the ward with us, but nobody could
. keep out all the prayers and good wished sent by those who kept us in their thoughts.
We were very much aware of those prayers and thoughts and they were a great strength

. tous.

Now we are home the cards which festoon our walls are a colourful reminder
of how much good-will has been with us throughout Michael’s ‘ordeal’. Although we
. have been warned that progress will be slow, he is doing really well - and it is

- wonderful to be home!

Michael and Barbara lirth. 3



C/Jrzs tingle Oervices

sunday 2nd December at
| -’ All Sainfs' - 4.00pm
and
St Cuthbert's - 6.00pm

A Seasonol Service for all the family.
Make sure you pick up your Children's Society
collecting box either from school or church!

sz‘r Servnde

Sunday 9th December
5.30pMm at St Cu‘rhber‘r S

This is your opportunity to make
a child’s Christmas special,
Please wrap your gift and mark
'boy’ or 'girt and suitable age.

Al gifts will then be collected by the
localSociaglServices to be
distributed in time for Christmas.

Please note that any gifts brought to
church after this time will have to be
storeduntinextyeart  _




LCasy-to-make Christmas Tree Decorations

Sanfa Faces

1. These jolly Santa faces will add Christmas cheer to your trec. Cut oul ‘I" the
pieces in felt using the template printed here.

2. Glue the main face picee to a picce of cardhoard. When it is dry cut round it,

3. Allyou have to do now is gluc on all the other picces. The nose and cheeks are
fixed before the moustache, which goes an top.

4. Place a loop of thread under the circle on top to hang up the face.

5. Glue on two dark sequins to represent the eyes.
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Hang aromatic dried oranges studded with cloves in the wardrobe for a
natural perfume. Pomanders are traditional presents, particularly at
Christmas, and their spicy scent makes them a household favourite.

Materials

Tape, 3/4 inch (18mm) wide
Thin skinned oranges

Whole cloves

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground allspice

2 0z orris root powder
Double edged face, 3/4 inch (18mm) wide,
50 cm long

Embroidered ribbon 3/8 inch (9mm) wide,
56 cm fong

Pearlised glass-headed pins

Preparation
1. Cut and pin tape to go round the orange and a second strip, at right

angles to the first, to quarter it,

2. Pierce holes in the orange 1/4 inch (6mm) apart. Push cloves into
the holes until each section is filled up. Remove tapes.

3. Mix orris root powder, alispice and cinnamon together in a plastic
bag. Toss the orange in the mixture in the bag. Remove and shake off
excess powder.

4. Wrap the orange in tissue paper and leave in a dry, warm place for
about 2-3 weeks to dry out.

Making the pomander
5. Cut the lace in half. Wrap each piece round the orange in the

channels left by the tape. Overlap the lace ends and pin or giue to
secure.

6. Beginning at the top, wrap the ribbon round the pomander placing
it centrally over the lace. Pin or glue at the top and at the cross-over
point at the base. If the pomander is to be hung, form a loop at the
top with ribbon and hold in place with glass-headed pins.
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Houghton Main
Male Voice
Choir

Saturday,
December 15th
7.30pm at

St Cuthbert's

Tickets £3 - available now!
refreshments available.

seolie Buiz nyr
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%
,. Saturday 26th January

7.00pm for 7.30pm prompt
at Low Ackworth Community Centre
Tickets £4 to include Supper

usual format - teams to be chosen at random.

Tickets available from members of the Social Committee after Christmas

(Biddy Branston, Jean Ensor, David Morris, Lyn Place, Maureen Richardson, Doreen Seal, Pauline Wright)



ACKWORTH SHUTTLE
20 Denton Gardens, Ackworth
Q Executive, chauffeur driven 8-seater
mini-coach
Airport, Seaport, Railport, Coastal,
Theatre, Restaurant - All occasions.

610696

Nurseryman and Florist

k.
A\
N ;‘? JAMES LAMPREY & SON

w : Pontefract Road

ha High Ackworth

Shrubs, Trees, Plants, Cut Flowers,
Floral Tributes, Fresh Produce

194381

K. ]. PEATFIELD
Chiropodist

(0

8 Elm Terrace,
Swales Yard,
Pontefract
(behind
Malt Shovel)

\

State Registered ‘

Chiropodist
704508

] C POWERCO
HILLSIDE, BARNSLEY ROAD, ACKWORTH. 612319
Lawnmowers, Chainsaws, Cultivators, Shredders etc.

Sales, Service, Spares,
All leading makes.

PETER HANBY
PAINTER
AND DECORATOR
30 Denton Gardens,
Ackworth

w
u
Painting, Decorating

and
Public Works Contractor

611446

A S YAGER Opticians
32 Ropergate, Pontefract
702565

Sight Tests, Contact Lenses

Wide Range of Budget and Designer Frames

-y

Sight tests by appointment
Family Eyecare

ENGLAND & HINTON
Opticians
8 Bell Lane, Ackworth




Readere and Readings
SC

2 Ist Sunday of Advent AS
fsaiah 2:1-5 Romans 13:11-14 Mr F Davies Mrs S Hall
9 2nd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10 Romans 15:4-13 Jane Siddall Mrs M Walker
16 3rd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-10 James 5:7-10 Sue Hartley Mrs V Cook
23 4th Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-16 Romans ]:1-7 Mr K Shaw Miss Smith
30 Ist Sunday of Christmas
Isaiah 63:7-9 Hebrews 2:10-18 Helen Parkinson  Mrs Cooper
6 Epiphany
Isaiah 60:-1-6 Ephesians 3:1-12 Miss Parker Dr McWilliam
13 Baptism of Christ
Isaiah 42:1-9 Acts 10:34-43 Mark Cavill Mr D Cook
20 2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Isaiah 49: -7 1 Corinthiansi:1-9  Mrs Riley Mrs S Hall
27 3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Isaiah 9:1-4 1 Corinthians1: 10-18 Mprs Woofinden Mrs M Walker
Brasses & Flowers at St Cuthbert's
2nd - 16th Mrs Bamard 23rd & 30th Congregation
23rd - 30th Mrs Asquith & Mrs Lancaster 6th & 13th Vacant
January  Dr & Mrs McWilliam 20th & 27th Dr & Mr McWilliam
Fiom the Registers - October 2001

Alan Scholey (59) 8, Hillside Road, Ackworth

|
:
{ Fancrale
|
i David George Woodcock (52) 9, Woodhall Drive, Ackworth
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January

Monday 7.30pm
Woednesday 9.30am
7 30pm
Tuesday 2.00pm
Wednesday 9 30am
Saturday 7.30pm
Sunday 3.00pm
Wednesday 9 30am
St Stephens Day
Wednesday 9.30am
Wednesday 9 30am
7.30pm
Monday 7.30pm
Tuesday 2.00pm
Wednesday 9.30am
Wednesday 9.30am
Wednesday 9 30am
Saturday 7.30pm
Wednesday 9.30am
Thursday 2.30pm
March 2002

iloly Communion (said)
M U Corporate Communion)

jary

St Cuthbert's
All Saints'

Vestry -

Womens' Group (and others) Christmas Dinner

Toddler Praise
Holy Comrmunion (satd)

Houghton Main Male Voice Choir*

Village Carol Service
Holy Communion (said)

Holy Communion (said)
January 2002

Holy Communion (said)

(M U Corporate Communion)

Magazine Committee

PCC

Toddler Praise

Holy Communion (said)

Holy Communion (said)

Holy Communion {said)

Quiz Night*

Holy Communion {said)

Mothers’ Union*

TFontheommg Evente
Parish Weekend

4 Doncaster Rd

All Saints'

St Cuthbert's

Our Lady of Lourdes
All Saints'

All Saints'

All Saints'

St Cuthbert's

4 Doncaster Rd
All Saints'

All Saints'

All Saints’

Low Ackworth Village Hall
All Saints'

Vestry -

'Green Gables' Scarborough

Copy for the February magazine to be in no later than Wednesday 2nd January.



ACKWORTH PARISH MAGAZINE
ADVERTISING

To advertise please contact Linda Steer on

01977 614716

Please support your local businesses

\ : 7 Homoeopathy
Gentle and Effective Healing

for further information or tc make an appointment

tel: Jane Dyer Lic. LCCH
Licensed Homoeopath
01977 695700

Byt

GPS
The Workshop
55 Wakefield Road
Ackworth

lronmongery, timber,
plywoaods, fixings.
General D1Y goods

613961

Funeral Director
PONTEFRACT CO-OPERATIVE
Pontefract 703222 Hemsworth 615693 (Freephone 0800 181818)

Prepayment Plans

!! l Floral Tributes ~ Monumental Masonry ~ Private Chapels of Rest
NS

24 hr professional service

STEVENK. F. LO
CHEMIST
29 Bamnsley Road,
Ackworth
Friendly advice on all healthcare.
Open daily Sam - 6 30pm;
Saturday 9am - |pm

Philip & Robert Howard
Solicitors

9 Bell Lane, Ackworth

Telephone 618287
For all your
Legal Requirements

613132 P
' BRACKEN HOUSE FISH SHOP
Granville Brooks ACKWORTH
5uﬂzrar§ewice Moeb: 07703 258728

36 Green Lane, Featherstone 791869
Pontefract 702583

e D0

Wersonal service dayp and night
Contact Graham Waring

After hours: 01977 610519

Opening Times
Tues 11.30-1.30 and 4.30 - 10pm
Thurs 11.30 - 1.30 and 4.00 - 10pm
Fri 11.30-1.80and 4.3¢-7.30
Sat 11.30 - 2pm

Satisfaction Guaranteed
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Across Down
4 Song of loyalty (6) I Long scarf or shawl (5)
5 Swster (4) 2 Lugifer (5)
7 Applaod and prose (7) 3 Asinndream (7)
10 Sutement of prnciples (5) 4 Curve(d)
Il Short poem on a rural theme (7) 6 Com (6)
12 Runner (5) £  One who calculates insurance nisks (7)
14 Ceremony of burying (7) 9 Shyness{7)
IS Asian country (5) 10 As=sastant clergyman (7)
15 Smgulor vppasite of § across (7) 13 Followar of islam (6)
20 Splendour (5) i14 Feyensh (7)
21 Raval protecuon (7) 17 odmg dress (5)
22 Esplont (4) 15 Sameness of the sounds of words (5)
23 Plet(6) 1 Inca (anagram) (1)

Lietd ety arowers

Acrous: 1 Sunday wohool, ¥ Ephod, & Hades, 9 Epistie. 10 Obliged. 11 Tdol 12 Sun. 14 AR,

15 Awens 18 um 2 Ewvor. 23 anete 25 Mezarah 26 St 27 Needhe 28 Hymmal

Dawnr | Abbor 2 Learer § Take 4 fmogee 3 Aloof 6 Chalice. T &xthsie |2 Warrhip 13 Siyans
JS Towrmadn. JO Vawes. 1T Haone 19 Mot 21 Okl




Our Christmas Traditions

Father Christmas is as old as Europe.
Once he was Woden, lashing his
reindeer through the darkness of
northem midwinter. Then he
encountered the Church, and She
transformed him into a saint, the much-
loved Nicholas, Bishop of Myra (in
south-west Tlgrke{) in the fourth
century. St Nicholas became the patron
saint of children, and was given 6
December as his day.

Since the 6th century St Nicholas has
been venerated in both East and West,
thou§h virtually nothing is known of his
life. Some believe he may have been
one of the fathers at the Council of
Nicea (325), imprisoned during the
Emperor Diocletian's persecution.

According to legend, Nicholas was an
extremely generous man. He revived
three schoolboys murdered by an
innkeeper in a tub of pickles. He rescued
three young women from prostitution by
Ewmg their poverty-stricken father three

ags of gold. (Hence the use of three
gold balls as the pawnbroker's signs.)
Over the centuries many,
including children, sailors,
unmarried girls,
pawabrokers and
moneylenders have
claimed him as their
patron.
{Moneylenders? Still
true today - just think
what will be on your Visa
card by Christmas!)

Perhaps it was on account {
of St Nicholas' generosity
that that in recent centuries
children began to write little
notes sometime before 6
December, to tell him about
the toys they specially
wanted. These notes were
then left on the windowsill

14

at night - or else on a ledge in the
chimney,

But St Nicholas Day chanced to lie in
the magnetic field of a much more
potent festival.... and after awhile his
activities were moved towards
Christmas. Then in Bavaria the children
still left their notes on the window sill,
but they addressed them to Liebes
Christkind - Krishkinkle as they knew
him - and the saint's part in the matter
was simply to deliver the letters in
heaven.

The most popular results of the cult of
St Nicholas have been the institution of
Santa Claus. He is based on Nicholas'
patronage of children and the custom in
the Low Countries of giving presents on
his feast. Santa Claus Eém reached his
zenith in America, where the Dutch
Protestants of New Amsterdam (New
York) united to it Nordic folklore
legends of a magician who both
punished naughty children and rewarded
good ones with presents.

A wag once described a modern

northern European/North American

man's life as having three

stages: He does believe in

Santa Claus, he doesn't

believe in Santa Claus,
he is Santa Claus.

Christmas stockings
were not found in
England earlier than
1854. The practise
also came from
_ Germany, but not
exclusively; for in certain French
and Italian convents, the nuns had
long been hanging stockings on the
abbess' door, with notes inside
asking for St Nicholas' protection;
and next morning they would be
found to be full of sweets and
trinkets.



| READ ALL ABOUTIT! |

The Magazine Committee have been tossing around the idea of a new name for
the Ackworth Parish Magazine.

Here are a few ideas for your consideration. Eet us know what you think.
We apologise for the ones that make you cringe!

THE BELLS, THE BELLS!

THE ACKWORTH
CHRONICLE

CUTHBERT AND
RLL SRINTS

ACKTOORTH
ANNOTUNC SR

THE CLARION
THE
ACKWORTHIAN
ANGLICAN HERALD THE CRUSADER
FLAME FAITH FOCUS

I HEARD IT THROUGH...

DISPATCHES THE GRAPEVINE!

15




MISCELLANY...

¥ Mothers® Union ~ December/January i Edward. Ruth and
2001 Hannah Wynn...

would like you to
know that they have
now moved to

5th  Corporate Communion, All Saints', 9.30 am.

15th Deanery Carol Service at Holy Cross Church,

Airedale, 2 pm. Everybody Welcome! 11 Tenter Close

Skelmanthorpe
Huddersfield
West Yorkshire
HD8 9UH

January
2nd Corporate Communion, All Saints’, 9.30 am.

31st Service and Branch AGM. 27 Crchard Drive,
2 pm.

Barbara Firth

Tel: 01484 862572

% ACKWORTH
"%&f&"é”" GARDEN CENTRE
\¥

Everything for your garden and more...
Great Choice of Plants ~ New Display Gardens
Garden Buildings and Conservatories
Huge range of Garden Furniture and Barbecues
Landscape Materials ~ Friendly and Knowledgeable Staff
In fact, all you need to create a beautiful garden...

Don't forget every Tuesday is our
Senior Citizens Discount Day!
Tel: 01977 612660

15
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Just in time for Christmas - our new Nail Technician,
Caroline, is offering UV Gel Nail Extensions, Spa Manicures,
luxurious Spa Pedicurces and individually designed Nail Art.

Gift Vouchers ...
are the perfect treat for that special person and can be
redecmed for all beauty treatments and products.
Cal] in at Pontefract Road, Hemsworth
or

Tel: 01977 618713

TRAIDCRATT
Third World Products
Fina Petrol Station,
Wakcl&cld Road

-
%

Tea, Colfee, Dried Fruit,
Nuts, Gifts etc
Weelkdays 2 pm - 5 pm
(Wed ~ Closed all day)
Sat 10 - 12 noon
612263
Mob: 07712 267762

INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE

An Holistic Therapy based on 4000 year old Hindu Massage.

A Natural Therapy to treat a variety of conditions.

For more details and appointments contact;

Sharon Rixham on 01977 798845

Mobile: 0796 7865811

1-

=

THE CARD GALLERY
WELCOMES YOU

LINCASTER

MEMORIALS

78 Pontefract Road,

High Ackworth
791426

Premium hand finished memorials
at competitive prices

TO VIEW OUR

QUALITY RANGE OF
SPECIALIST GREETINGS CARDS

The Brown Cow

at

B. & P. SHEARD
NEWSAGENTS AND
OFF-LICENCE
|7 BARNSLEY ROAD,
ACKWORTH.
611532

Pontefract Road, Ackworth.

H‘

Freshly prepared and cooked...
Lunches ~ Mon. to Sat. 12 noon - 2 pm
3-course Sunday Lunch ~ only £6.95
Tea-time specials, Friday 6 - 8 pm

Tel: 01977 704735

e




che PARISH OF ACKWIORTDH

St Cuthbert's and All Saints'
Sunday Services
December 2001

(Normal Services) (177
l} /
2nd December '
8.30am Parish Communion & Junior Church All Saints'
10.15am Parish Communion All Saints'
9th December
8.30am Holy Communion (said) All Saints'
10.15am Parish Comunion and Parade St Cuthbert's
16th December
8.30am Holy Communion (said) All Saints'
10.15am Parish Communion & Junior Church St Cuthbert's
23rd December
8.30am Holy Communion (said) All Saints’
10.15am Family Communion St Cuthbert's
30th December
8.30am Holy Communion (said) All Saints'
10.15am Family Communion St Cuthbert's
3.30pm Evensong All Samts’

Details of all midweek services may be found on the centre pages.

All other seasonal services are on the back cover
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The PARISH OF ACKRIORTH

St Cuthbert's and All Saints'
Sunday Services
January 2002

(Normal Services)

6th January
8.30am Parish Holy Communion (said) All Saints’
10.15am Parish Communion St Cuthbert's
3.30pm Evensong All Saints'
13th January
8.30am Holy Communion (said) All Saints’
10.15am Parish Comunion and Parade St Cuthbert's
3.30pm Evensong All Saints'
20th January
8.30am Holy Communion (said) All Saints'
10.15am Parish Commumion & Junior Church St Cuthbert's
3.30pm Evensong All Saints'
27th January
8.30am Holy Commusion (said) All Saints'
10.15am Parish Communion & Junior Church St Cuthbert's
4.00pm Open Door Service All Saints'

Please contact the Rector 1o arrange Baptisms and Weddings

19



YA Parish of Ackworth

- 0% |

NEELT L M7 zf‘“—,vfif | St Cuthbert's and All Saints'
~— L %1 ’ .
| ﬁ/‘,ﬂ%ﬁ?),f Christmas and
SIE SRRl = '
\—"// Seagonal Services
>N 2nd December
| 4.00pm Christinglc Service* All Saints'
. 6.00pm Christingle Service* St Cuthbert's
9th December
| 5.30pm Gift Scrvice* St Cuthbert's
’ 23rd December
5.30pm Christmas Carol Service St Cuthbert's
24th December - Christmas Eve
5.30pm Carols around the Crib St Cuthbert's
11.30pm Midnight Mass St Cuthbert's
25th December - Christmas Day
8.30am Holy Communion All Saints'
10.15am Family Communion St Cuthbert's

26th December - St Stephen's Day
10.30am Holy Communion St Cathbert's




