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“Why Stand Ye Gazing”

Apart from Saints’ days and
the Feast of the Transfiguration
in August - the Feast of the
Ascension at the end of May
and Pentecost in early June are
the Church’s last two major
festivals until All Saints’ Day in
November.

This long period without any
major celebrations, and the
holiday season in the middle of
it, seems to leave the Church at
a low ebb. Following a very
busy time in which we seem to
get a rapid succession of
festivals and holy days, i.e.
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany,
Lent and Easter, the many
months following Pentecost
seems to be a time when we
take a ‘spiritual holiday’.
Following the birth of the early
Church however, this could not
be said to be the case. It was (as
it should be for us) a time of
revival; for planning action and
building for the future. All this
motivated by the great spiritual
‘explosion’ and outpouring
following the Ascension and
Pentecost; two events closely
associated with one another.

This month I would like to
reflect briefly upon the
Ascension of our Lord. My two
abiding memories of the
Ascension still raise a smile
whenever I call them to mind.
The first is of a stained glass
window in Lincoln where [
regularly worshipped during my
training for the ordained
ministry. The window depicting
the Ascension showed several

of the Apostles stood around
on a hill looking up into a
cloud, out of which a pair of
feet dangled. The sight of those
two feet protruding from a
cloud was a constant source of
amusement to my fellow
students and myself.

The second memory is one
which arises out of the account
of the Ascension in the book of
Acts (1:6-11). The scene is
described when the eleven
Apostles were gathered
together looking on as Jesus is
lifted up to heaven and then
left gazing into the clouds at
the point where he
disappeared. Two angels
appear and ask them the
question “...men of Galilee,
why stand ye gazing up into
heaven?” The picture that this
scene conjures up in my mind
is that of several people
standing around a building site
in a busy thoroughfare gazing
upwards as they see other
doing, 1 find this to be another
amusing reflection on human
nature and this scene which
describes the Ascension.

Amusing though these images
of the Ascension may be, they
do hold a serious message for
us. The Apostles as they gazed
at the spot in the clouds where
their Lord had disappeared
from view were probably
reminiscing upon the glories of
their recent past, spent with
their master. The angels’
comments [ believe were
intended to shock them out of
the melancholic day dreaming,

The Rector Writes ...




Reading between the lines I think that
what they probably meant to say was
“Why stand ye gazing ... you have
work to do — go out and get on this 1t!”
Indeed, only a few days later, they were
to be inspired and equipped to do the
tasks entrusted to them; to begin
bulding the church for the future.

That comment of the angels I think
holds a message for us too. Instead of
gazing back with fond memories of
glorious past times in our Church, we
should be planning, acting and building
for a yet more glorious future. In other
words, we shouldn’t dwell on the past
event of the Ascension as the end of an
era, but look forward in terms of its
unbreakable link with Pentecost as the
beginning of a new era. The past has
much to teach us, but it cannot be
changed and the lessons learnt can be
used for the future. To dwell on the
past means that present opportunities
pass us by, and if there is to be any

future for the church then we must
begin to build toward that future now.

As 1 will have commented at the
APCM - due to a good response to the
stewardship campaign in 1999 and a
freeze on the Diocesan quota for 2000,
we are happily in the ‘black’ for once
as regards our annual budget. BUT
with a rise of some 7%2% on our quota
for this year alone and several years
ahead of urgent expensive repairs to the
fabric of our church we cannot afford
to stand around waiting for the next
crisis and urgent appeal. As the angels
said to the apostles on that hill of the
ascension [ now say to you “Why
stand ye gazing?”

Yours tn Christ

/

our hope and our love.

Amen.

Day which is on Thursday 24" May.
On that day themwill be a service of

AN

A Prayer for Sasten-time

Lord, at this Easter time we ask you to increase our faith,

Give us the faith that overcorues the world
and enables us to face both life and death calm and unafraid.
Give us the hope that looks beyond the life

and holds on to things unseen and eternal.

Give us the love that binds us more closely to one another,
and to your our risen Lord; to whom all glory and praise,
dominion and power, now and for ever.

The season of Easter continues until Ascension

Holy Communion at 7.30pm at St Cuthber!’s
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Unjumble the message

Answers to last month's puzzle: The chief priests and the crowds.




When I first came to Ackworth in 1990, I tried to find
somewhere to go and meet other Mums. My daughter
Gemma was nine months old, and I felt very lonely at home
on my own. [ started going to Mums and Toddlers

at All Saints’ church where I found a friendly welcome from
the people I met there. I made good friends, we supported
each other and shared our problems.

Over the years, numbers have been up and down and we have
come to realise over the last twelve months that All Saints’
church is no longer suitable for a Mums & Toddler group any
more. We have no toilet, no kitchen facilities and lots of stone
floor. People have left to find other toddler groups where
facilities are better and safer. We decided that we had to move
or close.

W/ After much discussion we have now found a new place to
old; meet. Our meetings will continue on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month but as from May our venue will be at the home of

Kirsty Morris, Elm Garth, 4 Doncaster Road, Ackworth

I do hope people will still come, and gain the support and

friendship that I recetved when I first came to Ackworth.

I should like to thank all those people who have helped, supported

and prayed for us over the years with a special big thank you to
Ethel Smith who has provided us with refreshments every month
for as long as I have been here, and probably long before that.
Please do continue to pray for our group as we start in this new
place. Jackie Fox
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Saturday 16 June
1-4pm
At the Rectory, High Ackworth
Cream Teas, Bottle Tombola,

Games, Stalls etc.
Admission FREE

\
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GPS
ADVERTISING The Workshop
To advertise please contact Linda Steer on 35 “}’:Tﬁgﬁ}?oad
01977 614716 ¢
Please support your local businesses N o
S
P2\

\ = Homoeopathy N =
55571 23355571
Gentie and Effective Healing
for further information or to make an appointment
tel: Jane Dyer Lic. LCCH
Licensed Homoeopath
01977 695700 613961

Ironmongery, timber,
plywoods, fixings.
General DIY goods

Funeral Director
A PONTEFRACT CO-OPERATIVE
_{% Pontefract 703222 Hemsworth 615693 (Freephone 0800 181818)
’\%ﬂoral Tributes ~ Monumental Masonry ~ Private Chapels of Rest
R Prepayment Plans
e 24 hr professional service

STEVEN K. F. LO Philip & Robert Howard
CHEMIST Solicitors
29 Barnsley Road, 9 Bell Lane, Ackworth
Ackworth .
Friendly advice on all healthcare. Telephone 618287
Open daily 9am - 6 30pm: For all your
Saturday 9am - Ipm Legal Requirements
613132 /
BRACKEN HOUSE FISH SHOP |
Granville Brooks ECKWORTH
Suneral Service Mob: 07703 258725
36 Green Lane, Featherstone 791869 After hours: 01977 610819
Pontefract 702583 . .
Opening Times
Q)'G\?/B\J Tues 11.30-1.30 and 4.30 - 10pm
Thurs 11.30 - 1.30 and 4.00 - 10pm

Fri 11.30-1.30 and 4.30 - 7.30
Sat 11.30 - 2pm

Satisfaction Guaranteed |

Wersonal service dayp and night
Contact Graham Waring




Readers and Readings
6 4th Sunday of Easter SC AS
Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18 & 8:6-18 Mrs Woofinden Miss Smith
Acts 9:36-43 Mrs Woofinden Miss Smith ‘ 2
John 10:22-30 -
13 Sth Sunday of Easter
Genesis 22:1-18 Mrs V Cook
Acts 11:1-18 Sue Hartley Mrs V Cook
John 13:22-30
20 6th Sunday of Easter
Ezekiel 37:1-14 Mrs K Shaw Mrs Cooper
Acts 16:9-15 Mr K Shaw Mrs Cooper
John 5:1-5
27 7th Sunday of Easter
Ezekiel 36:24-28 Dr McWilltam
Acts 16:16-34 Helen Parkinson Dr McWilliam
John 17:20-26
Fowers (80) (AG) Brasoes
6 Mrs Bateman N/A ) Mrs Asquith
13 Vacant N/A )
20 Vacant N/A ) &
27 Vacant N/A ) Mrs Lancaster
i Shom the Regtsters - Morek 2001
Baptisms

! 11 Matthew Joseph Sinar
25 Niamh Alice Thorpe & Keelan Travis Booth

Funerale
8 Leonard Cyril Steele (78) 53, Preston Lane, Allerton Bywater
15 Cissie Hardwick (82) 38, Chiltern Drive.

19 Enid Margery Shilitoe (66) 2, Chapel Close, Wragby.
22 Alec Heptinstall (92) 61, Woodlands Cres, Hemsworth.
29 Arthur West (80) Stelia House, Pontefract.

- L P -y

M i &l i T b kD B L A S B A T T AT A AL B A U DA 8P B 2 B A B SV B A Pl B st B e 8 2t &0



Diany

1 Tuesday Sts Philip and James, Apostles
7.30pm Holy Communion St Cuthbert's
2 Wednesday 9.30am Holy Communion All Saints'
M.U. Corporate Communion)
7.30pm Magazine Committee The Rectory
3 Thursday 7.30pm Fashion Show by ‘Diva' The Howard School
| 8 Tuesday 2.00pm Toddler Praise* Elm Garth
9 Wednesday 9.30am Holy Communion All Saints'
14 Monday 7.30pm PCC Vestry St Cuthbert's
16 Wednesday 9.30am Holy Communion All Saints'
23 Wednesday 930am Holy Communion All Saints'
24 Thursday  Ascension Day
7.30pm Holy Communion St Cuthbert's
30 Wednesday 9.30am Holy Communion Al Saints'
2.30pm Mothers' Union*
Sontheoming Lvents
16 June Saturday Summer Fayre* St Cuthbert's
14 July Saturday BBQ Elm Garth "_—:_—-_?
6 Qctober Saturday Simeon Wood Concert
*further details can be found elsewhere in the magazine
{
{ Can you spare around one hour each month to do some !

:
. . . - . - - '
The magazine committee is urgently in need of someone to help with printing a 1

photocopying? :

couple of magazine pages per month.

Timing is reasonably flexible and training will be given if necessary. :

:
If you feel you can help please contact :
i




ACKWORTH SHUTTLE |
20 Denton Gardens, Ackworth
Executive, chauffeur driven 8-seater
mini-coach

Rirport, Seaport, Railport, Coastal,
Theatre, Restaurant - A1l occasions.

610696

Nurseryman and Florist

JAMES LAMPREY & SON
Pontefract Road
High Ackworth

Shrubs, Trees, Plants, Cut Flowers,
Floral Tributes, Fresh Produce

1943817

K. ]. PEATFIELD
Chiropodist

i

8 Elm Terrace,
Swales Yard,
Pontefract
{(behind
Malt Shovel)

State Registered
Chiropodist
104508

) € POWERCO
HILLSIDE, BARNSLEY ROAD, ACKWORTH. 6i2319
Lawnmowers, Chainsaws, Cultivators, Shredders etc,
Sales, Service, Spares.

All leading makes.

PETER HANBY ﬁ’@
PAINTER @a@
AND DECORATOR
30 Denton Gardens,
Ackworth

A S YAGER Opticians
32 Ropergate, Pontefract

702565

Sight Tests, Contact Lenses
Wide Range of Budget and Designer Frames

v—

Painti D ] ENGLAND & HINTON
ainting, decoratlng Opticians
Gl 8 Bell Lane, Ackworth

Public Works Contractor

611446

Sight tests by appointment
Family Eyecare




¥, Flower- Power ¢t

There are a lot of bluebells coming up in
odd places in my garden - reminders of
when this area was wild, before it was
fenced off in building lots.

A friend has built me some steps down
into the dry stream-bed at the bottom of
the garden ~ three solid, heavy slabs of
concrete, The second slab down is now
askew, pushed aside a good six inches
by, incredibly, bluebell leaves.

[t is amazing how such tender leaves can
exert such strength, with such steady,
inexorable persistence. | shall leave
them to flower and move them in the
autumn, when the leaves have died
down and the bulbs have built up for
the next season. They are only common
bluebells but | feel they merit a special
place, set-aside, where they can spread
and give pleasure.

As | stand pondering about them [ enjoy
a surprising warmth from the pale spring
sunshine. A skylark sings its heart out,
high in the sky above the field beyond,
but it is invisible, as invisible as the Holy
Spirit singing within me. [ feel His Spirit,
His tender strength and steady

inexorable persistence flowering in me,
along with the bluebells.

With a rush of gratitude | am aware that
He has a spgcial place for me, and for
each one of us, a special place, set-aside,
where we can grow, and He can radiate
His love through us, even though we
have done nothing ourselves to merit it.

Thanks be to God.
Homegrown

//
~ COOL KIDS EXTRA ~

%

RIDDLE-ME-REE (Genesis 8:8-11)

My first 1s in BUILD but not in ARK.

My second's in FLOOD and CLOUDS so dark.

My third is in LIVING so squashed there inside.

My fourth in in WATER and RIVER and TIDE.

My whole brought an olive leaf that she had found.
| So Noah was sure there was now some dry ground.

3
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Across Down
1 Express great joy (7) I Telepones (5}
5 Saintly (5) 2 Amusement (7)
8 Synthetic material (5) 3 Happening within (5)
9 Rounded (7) 4 Make cryptic (6)
10 Strider (anagram) (7) 5 Revels (7)
11 Very small amounts (5) 6 Little bird (8)
12 Happy (6) 7 Cruel persons (7)
14 Sacred Songs (6) 12 Religion {7)
17 Move to music (5) 13 Digup (D
19 Sweet smelling smoke (7) 15 Edible seeds (7)
22 Turns inside out (7} 16 Paper hanky (6)
23 Part of horse tack (5) i3 Not once (9)
24  Aromatic gum (5} 20 Approximately (5)
25 Passes by (7) 21 Frees(5)

Last montit's anywers

Across: 1 Passover. 7 Maha. 8 Offertory. 9 Ena. 10 Grid. 11 Butter. 13 Goggle. 14 Faday

17 Arable. 18 Stud. 20 Inn. 22 Artmethca. 23 Every. 24 Golgotha. Down ] Prong. 2 Sifting. 3 Oars,
4 Fxodus. 5 Offer. 6 Capably. 7. Mystery. 12 Flyaway. 13 Galilee. 15 Dalchet. 16 Albino. 17 Angel.
19 Drama. 21 Berg.

12




Would you like your income to increase by 28%7?!

Well, that would be great, but not very
likely.

However, there is a way for the Church
to increase its income by 28% and that
is through ‘Gift Aid’.

If you are a tax payer you can give a
donation to your church and the church
can claim back the tax you have paid
on that amount.

Q. ! usually just put my collection
straight info the plate, can I 'Gifi Aid"?
A. Yes. As long as you have paid the
equivalent amount of tax - 28p for
every £1 you give. You will also need
to fill in a very simple form and put it
mto an envelope with
your collection.

Q. ! already make my
contribution through a
stewardship envelope.

A. Although you already
make a regular
commitment to the
church you can still use
‘Gift Aid’ either by
filling in a form each
time or on a more long term basis by
filling 1n a simple form which is
available from the covenant secretary —
John Gardham.

Q. ! already have a covenant for my
giving to the church, can I use ‘Gift
Aid"?

A. The amount you give through a
covenant will continue until the end of
your four year period. After which
your covenant will cease and *Gift Aid’
takes its place — you will be informed

about this at the right tume. However,
should you wish to increase your
regular giving the increased amount
can be given through ‘Gift Aid’.

Q. I would like to make a one-off gifi to
the church. Is it possible to do this
through ‘Gifi Aid'?

A. Yes! This is where ‘Gift Aid’
becomes much more flexible than
covenanting ever was. You just need
to fill in the form and hand it in
together with your gift.

Q. Iy it really that easy?

A. Yes. Aslong as you have paid the
equivalent amount of tax. Even if you
only pay a small amount of tax as long
as you have paid the
equivalent amount you
can use ‘Gift Aid’.

Don’t forget to keep a
record of all that you give
through ‘Gift Aid’, either
to the church or any
other registered
charity, as the
inland revenue
may ask for details.

As our churches are in the process of
organising funding for repairs and
renovations please bear in mind that
any donations you wish to make to this
can also be made through ‘Gift Aid’
Just mark your form ‘Repairs Fund’.

Forms are available at the back of
church or from John Gardham. If you
would like further help or information
ask one of churchwardens, Bryan
Lewis or any PCC member.

13




Etcetera...
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MOTHERS' UNION
May 2001

2nd Corporaie Communion.
All Saints', 9.30 am.

15th Inner Wheel of Hemsworth Overseas
Meeting. Methodist School Room,
Ackworth, 7.30 pm. Speaker: John Haris
‘The Transformation of South Africa'.

29th Diocesan Quiet Day, led by the Rev'd.
George Naim-Briggs. Gildersome
Church, 10 am - 3.30 pm.

31st Service and Branch Meeting, All Saints'
Church, 2.30 pm. Speaker: Ruth Miles.

H ACKWORTH
%ﬁ;""‘ GARDEN CENTRE

Everything for your garden and more...
Great Choice of Plants ~ New Display Gardens
Garden Buildings and Conservatories
Huge range of Garden Furniture and Barbecues -
Landscape Materials ~ Friendly and Knowledgeable Staff
In fact, all you need to create a beautiful garden...

Don't forget every Tuesday is our
Senior Citizens Discount Day!
Tel: 01977 612660
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oA HAAY

Local salon in peaceful surroundings offering a full
treatment menu and one-to-one service to care for
your image and calm your soul!

Ample parking space

TRAIDCRAIT
Third World Products
Fina Petrol Station,

Walkefjeld Road
<@
»

Tea, Coffee, Dried Fruit,
Nuts, Gifts etc
Weekdays 2 pm - 5 pm
(Wed ~ Closed all day)
Sat 10 - 12 noon

GIFT VOUCHERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 612263

Tet: 01977 618713

Mob: 02712 267262

INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE

An Holistic Therapy based on 4000 year cld Hindu Massage.

 v—— _ "
A Naiural Therapy to treat a variety of canditions.
For more details and appointments contact:

Sharon Rixham on 01927 798845
Mobile: 0296 7865811

THE CARD GALLERY
WELCOMES YOU
TO VIEW OUR
QUALITY RANGE OF
SPECIALIST GREETINGS
CARDS

at

B. & P. SHEARD
NEWSAGENTS AND
OFF-LICENCE
I 7 BARNSLEY ROAD,
ACKWORTH.

611532

" LANCASTER
b _I" WENVORIALS
78 Pontefract Road,
== High Ackworth
791426

Premium hand finished memorials
at competitive prices

The Brown Cow
A\ Pontefract Road, Ackworth.

Freshly prepared and cooked...
Lunches ~ Mon. to Sat. 12 noon - 2 pm
3-course Sunday Lunch ~ only £6.95
Tea-time specials, Friday 6 - 8 pm

Tel: 01977 704735




8.30am
10.15am

6.30pm

8.30am
10.15am
6.30pm

8.30am
10.15am
6.30pm

8.30am
10.15am
4.00pm

The PARISDH OF ACKTIORTH

St Cuthbert's and All Saints'
Sunday Services

May 2001 .
g o
ll R 1/ A
6th May :
Holy Communion (said) All Saints’
Parisk Communion and Junior Church St Cuthbert's
Evensong All Saints’
13th May
Holy Communion (said} All Saints'
Parish Communion and Parade St Cuthbert's
Evensong All Saints’
20th May
Holy Communion {said) All Saints’
Parish Commumion and Junior Church St Cuthbert's
Evensong All Saints'
27th May
Holy Communion (said) All Saints'
Parish Comimunton St Cuthbert's
Open Door Service AH Saints’

Details of midweek services can be found on page 9

Please contact the Rector to arrange Baptisms and Weddings
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