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RECTOR'S NOTES

Poverty Is In the news, both in this country and on the world scene.
Famine 1s still ravaging large parts of Africa and other areas of the 
Third World. Christian Aid Week begins on 16 May, and a house to 
house collection is to be organised by the Ackworth Fellowship of 
Churches. Last year a total of £844 was raised, and I have no doubt 
the people of Ackworth will be equally generous this year.

Poverty is one of the main issues facing the world today. The root 
problem facing mankind is how to ensure that the wealth of the world 
is justly distributed. It is a problem on a global scale, and it 
is a problem for individual countries, including our own. It is an 
age old problem (try reading the prophet Amos). Nor are we close to 
solving the problem since it is clear that throughout the world the gap 
between rich and poor is widening.

What should be our attitude to the poor, especially in our own society?
In Charles Dickens' novel 'Dombey and Son' Mrs Chick visits her sister 
in law, Mrs Dombey, who is ill in bed after giving birth to a child.
She greets her sister in law thus:

"Now really Fanny my dear ... I shall have to be quite cross with 
you, if you. don't rouse yourself. It's necessary for you to , 
make an effort, and perhaps a very great and painful effort which 
you are not disposed to make; but this is a world of effort you 
know, Fanny, and we must never yield, when so much depends upon 
us. Come! Try! I must really scold you 1f you don't!"

Within seconds Mrs Dombey dies ...

It seems to me that this is the attitude of many to the poor. The. .notion 
that aT! the poor have to do is to 'pull themselves'together' is to 
completely misunderstand the true nature of poverty. In essence poverty
1s not in the first instance about lack of money. It is about a lack 
of power. It is about lack of hope. It is about a basic impotence 
to do anything about a situation. A mother abandoned by her husband 
lacks power; an orphaned child lacks power; the unemployed in areas 
without jobs lack power; the starving in Africa lack power. Such people 
are at the mercy of forces beyond themselves, which often so undermine 
their self respect and confidence that there seems to be no way out.
Many are trapped in a downward spiral of deprivation, unable to help 
themselves. We have to remember that poverty is not a crime or a sin.

The Christian faith speaks of hope. That hope is not just about 'pie 
in the sky when you die', but also about justice in this world. Through
out the Old Testament the poor are seen as the special concern of God.
Hfr will not ^forget them; He pities and comforts them; He cares for 
them. Christians are called to help the poor break out of their world 
of despair.
I cannot, therefore, Help but feel a sense of unease about a society 
which on the one hand gives massive tax handouts to the wealthy, and 
Within weeks puts many of the poor under even greater stress by changes 
In the social security system, eg by expecting the poorest to repay loans 
on little or no income. It seems a strange philosophy which says the 
rich will work harder if given incentives, but the poor will not! Nor 
do I even begin to understand a flat rate Poll Tax which, despite the 
undoubted anomalies in the rating system, asks a person on the minimum 
wage to pay the same as a millionaire.

conti nued



Rector's Notes continued

I would be the last to condone blatant exploitation of social security, 
but it is surely better to risk that, and to have effective help for 
the poor, than to subject the genuine poor to fear and anxiety. Surely 
we can devise more positive incentives for people than fear of destitution? 
Do we not understand that the carrot is more powerful than the stick?

Peter Moorhouse

00O00
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Our Parish Weekend will be held from Friday 6 to Sunday 8 May at Barrowby 
House near Harrogate. This weekend Is designed to put forward new, 
exciting, ideas for developing and extending our church life in Ackworth. 
To date 18 people are going on the weekend.

Congratulations to our Methodist friends on the 250th Anniversary of 
Method i sm. The Revd Eric Smith, Methodist Minister for Ackwortn, 
writes about local events in this magazine. We shall be hosts to a 
Festival of Praise at St Cuthbert's Church on Tuesday 24 May at 8 pm 
to which everyone is invited.

A belated welcome to Father William Bertoft, the new Roman Catholic • 
priest at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Ackworth. We hope that Father 
Bertoft will be happy in his new parish.

Please note that the Family Communion will be held on the third Sunday 
pf the month, ie 15 May, and NOT on 8 May. This is because of the 
Parish Weekend.

A prayer (] r o u p  now meets in the parish at 60 Holly Bank, on the second
and fourtii Tuesdays of the month. The meeting starts promptly at 8
45 pm and ends at 9 30 pm.

Our Mothers and Toddlers Service needs a few soft toys to keep the children 
amused. Any donations will be much appreciated.

We hope to include various items of community interest in the magazine.
This month we have a brief report on the Annual Meeting of Ackworth 
Parish Counci 1 .
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PASTORAL LETTER FROM THE ARCHBISHOPS 
OF CANTERBURY AND YORK TO BE READ IN ALL CHURCHES 

ON SUNDAY 24 APRIL 1988

G reetin g s in the n am e o f  C h r ist.

We are fe llow  m em bers o f  the C hu rch  o f  E ngland an d  that v ery  n am e declares ou r  
responsibility  not ju st to parts o f  E nglaiv i but to the wltole o f  it.

So w hen parts a re  in need w e can n ot ignore them. That is the situation  now. T he report 
"Faith in the C ity" d iagn osed  the u rgent an d  serious needs o f  ou r  in n er cities an d  urban  
priority  areas.

T he C hu rch  o f  E nglan d is there in those areas an d  has been  from  the beg in n in g . Wt’ 
can n ot an d  w ill not w ithdraw  from  them. A lready  there are heroic exam ples to inspire us. It is 
on  this fou n dation  w e shall ad v an ce in evan gelism , pastoral care an d  com m u n ity  action . A  
neiv fu tu re  is possible.

T he C hu rch  U rban  Fund, launched  last W ednesday, is a  response o f  hope, fa ith  an d  love. 
It is an  in itiative w h ich  has the support o ffe l lo iv  C hristian s w ith  w hom , in these urban  areas, 
w e are w orkin g  together a s  c losely  a s  an yw here in the country. It is a  step  w h ich  h as  w on all 
round politica l support. It is a  m ov e w hich  w ill en ab le the local C hu rch  to m eet the needs w hich  
they kn ow  best o f  a l l

Together w e  are to create a  Fund su fficien tly  large to en ab le  m an y  projects to g o  ahead  
an d  w orkers to  b e  fin an ced  fo r  y ears to com e. W e o w e  this to the d edicated  c lergy  am i lay  people 
liv ing in areas o f  physica l decay, fin an cia l hardship  am i h igh  unem ploym ent bu t often  
su sta in ed  b y  a  fa ith , a  resilience an d  a  sp iritu ality  that is an  exam ple to us a l l  T he Fund w ill 
stan d  w ith  them  an d  support th em

The investm ent o f  m on ey  in the Fund is an  investm ent fo r  O u r L ord  am i H is m ission , 
w ith  the d iv id en d  b ein g  fou n d  in the lives o f  people an d  the transform ation  o f  com m unities. We 
a sk  a ll C hu rch  m em bers, w herever they  are, to share w ith  us in this ven tu re w ith vision, 
prayer an d  generosity.

We believe this Fund to  b e  a  cause w hich  w ill reneiv ou r  con fid en ce in the u n ity  o f  ou r  
C hu rch  as w e  w ork  w ith  a ll those w ho lon g  fo r  a  sen se o f  on e nation w ith in  this land. “B ear y e  
on e another's bu rd en s an d  so  fu lfil  the law  o f  C hrist."

M ay G od  bless ou r  en deavou rs an d  b e w ith  you  a ll

RO BER T C A N T U A R P H N  EBOR

24 A p ril 1988



C O M M I T T E D  G I V I N G

I would like to thank those members of the congregations who during 
the past few weeks have responded to the request to covenant their giving. 
This benefits the church with an extra 33p for every £1 given through 
the -envelope scheme.

I would also like to thank those members who have been regularly covenanting 
their giving for many years, and everyone who participates in the envelope 
scheme, without whom the church in Ackworth could not continue.

Should you wish to find out more about the envelopes or are considering 
helping us with a covenant, please have a word with me on Sunday mornings, 
or anytime, when I shall be pleased to assist.

W A Branston, Churchwarden

18 June 1988 at 2 30 pm 

ANNUAL GARDEN PARTY

STALLS - COMPETITIONS - TEAS etc

Please make a firm note in your diary and make 
your plans to enter our competitions.

CHILDRENS COMPETITION - How many different 
items can you get in an “England Glory" standard 

size matchbox?

ADULT COMPETITION - The most attractive and 
best arranged flower arrangement in an egg cup!

Many other attractions on the day.

CHURCH ELECTIONS, 1988

At the Annual Church Meeting held at St Cuthbert's Church, Sunday 
27 March, the following were elected:

Churchwardens: Mr W A Branston, Mr F Davies.
Parochial Church Council: Mrs P Asquith^.Mr A Bartram, Dr D Belk, 
Mr J Dawson, Mrs J Firth/-Mrs A Harris^ Mr M Hogg, Mr D Jones, 
Miss A Pritchard, Mrs E Roberts, Mrs J Waites, Mrs L Ward.

The following offices were elected: Vice-chairman - Mr F Davies; 
Secretary - Mrs A Harris; Treasurer - Mrs J Firth.



NEWS FROM W A K E F I E L I ^ ^ D I O C E S E

SEEdfeINK
WAKEFIELD DIOCESAN CENTENARY YEAR

' M f t V  1988 . — —

PRAISE FOR PENTECOST >I>t>t>0
This year in Wakefield Cathedral, Friday 20th of May at 7.30 pm. The Preacher will be 
Bishop David Pytches, Vicar o f St Andrew’s Chorleywood and formerly Bishop of 
Chile, Bolivia & Peru. He is the author o f “Come, Holy Spirit”.

NEW VENUE
P lease note that the venue fo r  the MU 
Family Day (see last See-Link) 3rd S ep t 
88 is to  be S ilcoates School, 
Wakefield. A nd desp ite  what it says in 
the Centenary Brochure, the 3rd o f  
S ep t is a SATURDAY.

MAY MUSIC
7 Songs of Renewal Evening - All

Saints' Mormanton.
7 Celebration o f Praise fit Heal

ing Ministry - with Trevor Dear- 
ing. St Matthew's Church Northow- 
ram, 6.30pm.

Organ Recitals at Halifax Parish 
Church:—

7 Gwilym Beechey 7.15pm
14 Philip C Tordoff 12 noon
21 John Sharpies 7.15pm
28 Nigel Gotteri 12 noon

(All free - collection taken)

DIOCESE OF W AKEFIELD  

CEN TEN A RY PRAYER

God our Father,
bless the Diocese of Wakefield,
Grant that we, with all Christ's people,
may live and work
in the power of the Spirit,
May we, through faith in the Son, 
enter into our true heritage 
as your children.
Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Sunday 26 June 1988
Huddersfield Town 

Football Ground

JOHN BUNYAN -  PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE
Richard Burrows is reviving his one-man-show on John Bunyan, for 1988,
the 300th Anniversary of Bunyan's death. The price of a one-off show is £500, 
but if another performance is required in the same venue or neighbourhood 
then the price reduces to £200.
For further information please contact Mr Burrows (0273) 480423 or write:— 24 
South Street, LEWES BN7 2 BP, Sussex.



BISHOP DAVID WRITES--------
Ministry and Mission
It is clear from the responses to "Bread not 
Stones", or its equivalent, that there are 
many and varied things which parishes are 
wanting to get on ana do. More often than 
not, such action can be set in motion at 
once, though priorities need to be 
established and a proper strategy worked 
out. Indeed, already action is in the 
process of being taken, with the ministry 
of welcome and hospitality, coupled with 
a deep desire for evangelism ana mission, 
being two particular items which figure 
high on the agendas of many parishes. So 
it is very much a matter, in the first 
instance, of getting together and 
marshalling our forces locally, clergy and 
lay folk working together, bringing our 
very different yet distinctive gifts to the 
one task, to be the more effective in that 
to which the Lord has called us in His 
church — the going out and going forth 
into his world.
Buildings: Burden or Blessing?
Another area is that of buildings with 
which we are burdened or blessed, 
however you care to think of it. Those of 
you who were at the Diocesan Synod on 
Saturday 19 March, will no doubt already 
have heard my views and comments that 
more often than not, our church buildings, 
halls, Sunday schools etc. are on prime 
sites within the local communities where 
we are set. They provide the opportunity 
for many and varied groups to meet. In 
some, more adventurous schemes are 
being developed, related to the need and 
demand of the local area. But buildings are 
expensive to maintain, they are expensive 
to re-shape and to re-order, to do the kind 
of thing which we in our generation feel 
such buildings should be doing.
The Holy Place
Of course, there is the continuing need for 
the 'holy place', the place set apart for 
worship and praise and thanksgiving to 
Cod. Tnat is entirely right, for it must be a 
place which speaks to us of the 
tremendous glory and wonder of God. 
The large buildings that we have are 
capable of offering so much more, indeed 
this has already been discovered in a 
number of the schemes which have

already been put in hand for a modest re
ordering. Some parishes are wanting to do 
something entirely new and innovative in 
connection with their present buildings, 
but as ever, money is the problem.
Going for a Million
This is the background then to the 
BISHOP'S CENTENARY FUND, a quite 
separate Trust Fund, the aim of which is to 
raise ONE MILLION POUNDS IN FOUR 
YEARS. As a Diocese we are to give 
£300,000 to the Church Urban Fund, 
launched by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury last month. Equally there is 
need of such a capital fund here in our 
own Diocese, which has never ever had 
anything much in the way of reserves. 
Here is a Fund which, once established, 
could, I believe, provide the means by 
which vision becomes reality in many of 
our parishes. I have established it in this 
Centenary Year because, just one 
hundred years ago, had it not been for the 
really sacrificial giving of so many ordinary 
folk, indeed poor folk, then the Diocese 
simply could not have been established in 
the way it was. If each one of you reading 
this issue of See-Link were prepared to set 
aside £1 per week for 50 weeks (for nearly 
one year), or 50p per week for two years, 
then the Fund would be home ana dry. 
The Lord's Work
Please thing about it and pray about it. 
There will be more details later, but if you 
could see your way to helping us in this 
way, then we really could get on and be 
about the Lord's work in the sure and 
certain knowledge that we have your 
support. I appeal to you to think carefully 
about this and to do your bit towards this 
task, remembering that with God all things 
are possible. We shall get there with the 
million pounds, in God's good time, in 
thanksgiving for the past one hundred 
years of his goodness and blessing upon 
us all, as well as with an eye and vision for 
the future into which He is now calling this 
Diocese boldly to preach the Gospel and 
generously to serve the people.

With K my greetings in Christ

AwiAl-



W AKEFIELD DIOCESAN CENTENARY-
C athedral C entenary  
C on certs

4 June Grand Opening Concert,
7.30 - in aid of Wakefield 8c 
District Hospice Appeal.

8 June Brighouse & Rastrick 
Band, 7.30 - with Keith 
Wright (Organ).

11 June Wakefield Festival
Chorus, 7.30 - Handel's 
"Samson".

15 June Trumpets & Organ, 7.30 - 
with Stephen Cleobury 
(Organist at King's College 
Cambridge) and Crispian 
Steele-Perkins (Trumpet).

17 June Cathedral Classics Con
cert, 7.30 - London Festival 
Orchestra and Wakefield 
Cathedral Choir.

30 June & 2 July Mythologies - a
community Gospel by Gary 
Carpenter, 7.30 (30th) and 
3.00 & 6.30 (2nd).

Tickets - £3, cone £2, ch £1.
(2 July £4, £3, £1) Booking - 
Tel Wk 373923 or 370211.

C athedral C entenary  
L ectu res

4 May The Founding o f the 
Diocese of Wakefield -
Archdeacon John Alford. 

11 May William Walsham How, 
Bishop and Hymn Writer - 
Canon Frank Carless.

18 May Liturgy: Then, Now and
for the Future - The Rev Dr 
Kenneth Stevenson.

25 May Church Planting & 
Church Building in the 
West Riding - Dr John 
Addy.

1 June The Church o f the Future -
Professor Adrian Hastings. 
All at 7.30, £1 at theydoony

Som e Centenary Events
Bread! ...no t stones Exhibitions:—
14 May Dewsbury Parish Church,

9.30-4.0. Evening Prayer.
Bishop David will oe visiting 
from 2.30pm.

21-22 May Northowram Parish Church, 
open all day.

Deanery Walks:—
2 May Brighouse & Elland. Tel Bg

714032.
22 May Birstall. Tel Cleck 873964 or

876995.
The Centenary Eucharist (26 June 
1988):-
Children coming to the Eucharist are 
asked to bring red & white streamers of 
their own making if they can. These will be 
displayed during the service. One 
suggestion is to fix several to a short stick. 
Other ideas welcome.
Centenary Badges:—
With the red-flame symbol on a white 
background. Only 20p each from the 
Cathedral Bookshop. Churches and 
schools are encouraged to visit the 
Cathedral for guided tours, services and 
educational projects. For further 
information please contact the Provost, 
Wk 372402.

8-10 Sept —The Diocesan Conference at
Lancaster University, Date correction.

C athedral C entenary  
E xh ib ition s
30 April-25 May Diocesan Treas

ure's - mounted by W 
Yorkshire Archives.

27 May - 31 July Mining disaster -
large scale sculpture by 
Raymond Mason, together 
with HUM Banners.

28 May - 26  June Going to school
100 Years ago - in Wakefield 
Museum.

11-26 June Bishop Treacy's Rail
way Photographs - in The
Treacy Hall.



PEOPLE & PLACES
The Rev Michael J Archer, A/c All Saints' 
Harpenden is to be P/c of Rashcliffe & 
Lockwood.
The Rev Leslie Brooks, USPG 
Representative is to be Vicar of Carleton 
St Michael & East Hardwick.
The Rev Norman Bussey, Vicar of Bradley 
is retiring.
The Rev David Calvin-Thomas, Vicar of 
St Matthew's Rastrick is to be the Vicar of 
Birchencliffe and Chaplain of Hudders
field Royal Infirmary.
The Rev James Dainty, Vicar of St George 
Barnsley is to be Chaplain to Killingbeck, 
Seacroft & Meanwood Park Hospitals, 
Leeds (Ripon Diocese).
The Rev Peter Ford, Vicar of Dodworth 
has been appointed Chaplain to 
Rishworth School.
The Rev Peter Leitch, A/c of Newsome & 
Armitage Bridge is to be P/c of Upper 
Hopton & Eastthorpe.
The Rev John L Marshall, Rector of 
Ordsall & Rural Dean of Retford 
(Southwell Diocese) is to be Vicar of 
Northowram.

MAY LICENSINGS
4 U Hopton & Eastthorpe

(at Eastthorpe)
11 Walton, Sandal Parish

+RP

(at Walton) +DW
18 Emley +DW

RSCM 5-A-SIDE The 5-a-side foo tba ll 
com petition  was held on 13 Mar at 
Huddersfield. The results:—
Under 12’s 1st S t Mary’s S Elmsall 

2nd S t Mary’s Mirfield 
3rd W akefield Cathedral 

Under 14’s 1st S t Mary’s S Elmsall 
2nd W akefield Cathedral 
3rd S t Mary’s M itfield 

W ell done South Elmsall.

WHAT’S ON IN MAY

4, 11 & 18 Three Lectures by Clifford M
Jones, on The Bible. St Mary's Church 
Hall Mirfield - 7.30pm.

7 "Copley Heritage" Old
Rishworthians Clubhouse, for St 
Stephen's Church.

7 4th Annual Craft Fair - Mirfield Parish 
Church. 10-5, Tel Mfd 496221 or 
499626.

13-14 Art & Craft Exhibition, St Mary's 
Church HorburyJunction.2-9pm (13th) 
& 10-7pm (14tn), Displays & demon
strations.

14 Anglo-Catholic Day of Renewal (N
Area) - St Wilfrith's Church Moorends, 
Doncaster. 11-5.15, speaker Fr N J Pay. 
Mass, informal worship, confessions, 
ministry, Benediction.

14 Spring Fayre - St Catherine's Church 
Hall, Clarion St, Belle Vue, Wakefield. 
Stalls, proceeds for Church & 
Wakefield Hospice.

21 "Auction" - St Cuthbert's Church Hall 
Birkby. Viewing 7-8pm (20th) & 11.30- 
12.30 (21st). Auction from 1.30pm + 
refreshments.

21 Spring Fayre (Thornhill Parish Church 
AIDE Croup) - at The Social Club, Edge 
Top Road, Thornhill, 2pm. Dewsbury. 
Proceeds to the NSPCC.

21 Yorkshire Association of Change 
Ringers - Western Branch outing. Tel 
Skipton 3683.

26 Huddersfield Walsingham Cell -
Mass at 7pm, St Thomas' Church, 
Longroyd Bridge, Huddersfield. After
wards, an address by Bishop David. Tel 
Hudds 658083 for further details.

28 A 6th Afternoon of Plainchant - after 
the successful series in Huddersfield. 
This one to be held at St Andrew's 
Church, Netherton, Nr Wakefield. Tel 
either Wakefield 276159 or 
Huddersfield 25387.

SEE-LINK EDITOR —The Rev Hugh N Lawrance, ChristChurch Vicarage, Stainland Road, 
Barkisland, HALIFAX, Yorkshire. Tel Hx 822339. Copy for June, in writing please, by the 
3rd of May 1988
NEXT CHANGE OF ORDER DATE -  1st July 1988.
SEE-LINK PRINTERS— John Lindley Son & Co Ltd, for The Wakefield Diocesan Board of 
Finance, 1 South Parade, WAKEFIELD, Yorkshire. May 1988 circulation - 46,783.



ACKWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 14 March 1988 David Jones

I have never before thought of attending a Parish Council Annual Meeting, 
probably because I have always missed the advertisement in the newspaper. 
So, when I saw the invitation to the AGM, I thought why not go along.
I was one of 35 people who attended. This, I gathered, was considerably 

more than the previous year. There were four items on the agenda, plus 
any other business. As it turned out the final point took as long 
as everything else. It will be of interest to readers that all vil
lagers are welcome to this meeting, although I do suspect that there 
would be considerable difficulty if everyone took up their democratic 
ri ght.

The work of the Ackworth United Charities was reported on. This included 
reference to the Almhouses being featured in the Almhouse Gazette, and 
that St Cuthbert's Cross and the plague stone are to be tidied up.

The review of the year gave attention to the development of the Middle 
School playing fields for community use, which would include the building 
of changing rooms at a cost of £12,000. It was also stated that the 
Community Centre at Low Ackworth had now been completed. An area that 
did bring controversy was £1,500 being set aside for a referendum on 
the proposed Ackworth By-pass.

One interesting development that could come to the village, or part 
of it, in the near future is a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. The idea 
of the scheme is to develop a group of people who will act as co-Ordinators 
on any suspicious activities in the area.

It soon became clear, when any other business came, that the main subject 
would be the proposed By-pass. It is obvious that feelings are still 
very divided about where the route should be. After a -lot of discussion 
on this subject, the meeting finally looked at the state of the footpaths 
in Ackworth, as well as the amount of rubbish that is being dumped around 
the vi11 age.

The meeting finished at 9 44 pm. Will I be going again next year?
Let1s wait and see.

[o |@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Christian Aid Week

SHARING IN 
GOD'S WORLD

The poor haven’t a 
share in the world.

CHRISTIAN AID HAS since last 
year been drawing on the interest in 
share-owning to promote thoughts 
about equal shares in the Earth’s 
resources. ‘The poor haven’t a share in 
the world’ is the theme for publicity 
during Christian Aid Week this 
month.
Director Michael Taylor says both 
vision and realism are needed if the 
shares are to be more even. He says: 
‘The world’s resources are very 
unevenly distributed!- Some have far 
too much, many too little, and 
staggeringly large numbers hardly 
anything at all.
‘The real share issue is about a world 
where nobody owns the resources God 
has given to us all to use and to share, 
and where we take joint responsibility 
for seeing they are carefully used and 
equitably distributed...



NMCC? Now it's
RELATE

THE NATIONAL MARRIAGE Guidance Concil is dead 
long live RELATE, which is its new name.
Feeling itself to be as misunderstood as the 
couples feel who seek its help, the 50-year-old 
Colincil has decided to adopt a higher profile and appeal to a wider 
section of the population, especially young people.

The Council also wants employers to see that marital problems affect 
people's performance on the shop-floor or in the board-room. 'Perhaps 
they will then be more inclined to make donations and encourage employees 
to' use our services', says spokeswoman Zelda West-Meads.

The organisation certainly needs all the support it can get, for it 
has been running at a loss for some time and faces a £i million deficit 
this year.

The name, Relate, was chosen after months of discussion about the new 
look. Professional advice has been sought and a leading advertising 
agency retained to assist in the transformation.

Research showed that while the previous name was well-known, it had 
an old fashioned ring and was associated with images of 'agony aunts' 
and do-gooding. It is not widely appreciated that the Council helps 
people outside marriage as well as in it.

David French, Director of Relate, commented on another problem: 
'Unfortunately, people tend to look on us as a last resort, only to 
be approached in utter desperation. We hope people will stop being 
embarrassed about seeking help and will sort out their relationship 
problems sooner rather than later.

'Whatever the outcome of the relationship, we help each client to value 
herself or himself as an individual, giving them the insight and confidence 
to deal with future difficulties.'
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Dating from th e ir  ex p er ien ces o f  th e  lov in g  grace o f God In Nay 1738, John and 
C harles Wesley sought to  proclaim  th e  grace o f  God to  a l l  people and I n s t i l  
sc r ip tu r a l h o lin e s s  In to  th e  n a tio n 's  l i f e .
Their work began 'The People c a lle d  M ethodists' -  a movement th a t  i s  p art o f  
today 's C h ristia n  community. I t  i s  in  ce leb ra tio n  o f  t h i s  p a r ticu la r  p art o f  
th e  u n iv ersa l church's h er ita g e  th a t the  Wesley 250 ev en ts are being held . Some 
are n a tio n a l, o th ers are lo ca l:  a l l  seek  to  focus on the  m essage of God fo r  men 
and women in  th e ir  need, today.
The M ethodist people o f Ackworth v i l la g e  in v ite  our C h ristia n  brothers and 
s i s t e r s ,  and a l l  our neighbours, to  share t h i s  event.

"AMAZING GRACE '66" -  a s to r y  f o r  John V esley  and Y o rk s h ire  fo lk .
Ackworth M ethodist Church 7.30pm Wednesday 18 May 

Join in  th e  m usic, drama and humour o f  the  Gospel s to r y  fo r  us.
( I t 's  fr e e , refresh m en ts a fterw ard s, su ita b le  fo r  o ld er  ch ild ren  too)

FESTIVAL OF PRAISE -  a s e r v ic e  o f  c e le b r a tio n  and hope!
S t.C u th b er fs  Church 8.00pm Tuesday 24 May 

For a l l  the  people o f God!

METHODIST DISPLAY -  s e e  so m e th in g  o f  our h is to r y :
B ra c k e n h lll  M e th o d is t Church 

W ednesday 25 May.



Pentecost is sometimes called ‘the Church’s birthday’. This year Whit 
Sunday coincides with a special birthday for the world’s 54 million 
Methodists - and all the other Churches influenced by John Wesley. WESLEY DAY

TUESDAY, MAY 24 is exactly 250 
years from that day in 1738 which 
marked a turning point in the life of 
Wesley, the Church in England, and 
the nation!
Always an early riser, the 35 year old 
John Wesley opened his Bible at 5.00 
that morning at the words about 
‘exceeding great and precious 
promises for partakers of the divine 
nature’ (2 Peter 1.4.)

In the evening he went to a meeting in 
a room in Aldersgate Street, where 
someone was reading Luther’s Preface 
to the Epistle to the Romans. Wesley 
wrote in his Journal:

CHANGE OF HEART
‘About a quarter before nine, as he 
was describing the change which God 
works in the heart through faith in 
Christ, I felt my heart strangely 
warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, 
Christ alone, for salvation, and an 
assurance was given me that He had 
taken away my sins, even mine!

God had been preparing Wesley for 
that day for many years. Son and 
grandson of clergymen and reared in 
the Epworth rectory, he was 
profoundly influenced by his godly 
mother and later by Moravian 
missionaries whom he met during his 
disastrous mission to the American 
Indians. At long last he discovered 
that more works alone could not save 
his soul, and he came to trust in Christ 
alone for salvation,

G.E. Diggle reports on 
Wesley Day, May 24 
when Methodists and 
others celebrate 250 
years since John 
Wesley’s conversion 
experience.

CHANGE OF HEART
TEN THOUSAND YOUNG 
Methodists will converge on London 
for the MAYC (Methodist Association 
of Youth Clubs) weekend, May 21-22. 
The Saturday begins in Westminster 
Central Hall at 10.30, when the young 
people will debate the theme of the 
weekend, ‘Change of Heart - a young 
person’s right to choose’. Later at 
gatherings in the Royal Albert Hall 
1,000 MAYC members will perform in 
dance, drama, music and song. On the 
Sunday there are two worship sessions 
in the Royal Albert Hall.

'ROYAL' SERVICE
AS PART OF THE Wesley 250th 
anniversary celebrations, The Queen 
and Prince Philip will attend a major 
service in St Pauls Cathedral on May 
24 - in recognition of John Wesley’s 
and Methodism’s contribution to the 
religious, moral and social life of the 
nation.
The Lord Mayor will be there, and 
national leaders from other Churches. 
A large overseas contingent will include 
500 Americans and 250 from South 
Africa. The Rev Dr Donald English will 
preach.

HIGH SPEED WESLEYS
THE WESLEYS TRAVELLED the 
country by horsepower, but on May 21 
two of the world’s fastest diesel trains 
are being named - ‘John Wesley’ and 
‘Charles Wesley’! One will 
immediately set off from London’s St 
Pancras station pulling the MAYC 
Special - a trainload of young people 
taking part in the Methodist

Association of Youth Clubs weekend. 
Methodists’ ‘own’ newspaper the 
Methodist Recorder has entered into 
the spirit of the thing. It’s been running 
a competition for children, with the 
winner joining the VIPs at the naming 
ceremony as well as on the inaugural 
trip.

WHAT'S ON AND WHERE
IN  LONDO N ON ‘Wesley Day’, in 
addition to the main St Paul's service 
an international Eucharist will be 
celebrated at Wesley's Chapel, City 
Road, and at St Botolph's church, 
Aldersgate. Four Communion 
Services will be held at Westminster 
Central Hall, and there will be a 
special evensong in Westminster 
Abbey. On May 23 Cardinal Basil

Hume will be at a breakfast 
celebration at Wesley’s Chapel.

Outside London, there will be services 
on the day in eight British cathedrals - 
Edinburgh, Gloucester, Hereford, 
Leicester, Liverpool, Oxford, Peel 
and York Minster - and on other days 
in Durham, Llandaff, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne and St Patrick’s, Dublin.

A  great open air meeting is planned 
for Epworth, the birthplace o f  John 
and Charles Wesley. A n d  in Bristol 
there’ll be a meeting in the world’s 
oldest Methodist building still in use 
the ’New R oom ’. In Cornwall the 
Methodists, in conjunction with the 
Cornwall Tourist Board, have 
arranged ‘The Wesley Trail\



'NEWS FROM THE HOWARD SCHOOL 1

Conservat ion Area

Plans have been formulated to develop the
"Wild Area" at the bottom of the 
School field as aNature Conservation Area. 
During the Easter holidays board-walks will be 
laid and then further development of the area 
will be started.

The Howard School is extremely fortunate to have an area of such rich 
natural resources within its boundary and the projected development 
will provide for our children a unique opportunity to view nature at 
a very close range. Our aim is to eventually develop an area offering 
every type of natural growth to plants, trees and flowers as well as 
habitats for insects, birds and other creatures.

This is of course a far reaching project and will take some time to 
complete but eventually we hope it will be a place of Discovery and 
"first hand" learning.

Typewriter

Our Great Typewriter Appeal has born fruit and we are extremely grateful 
to Mr McDougall and Kings Mills (Knottingley) for their donation of 
an excellent typewriter.

Having over-hauled the typists we are now producing excellent results 
and it has made clerical work so much easier.

NSPCC Collection

The NSPCC Blue Eggs had their annual emptying in February, The fact 
that it took Mrs McWilliam about nine hours to count- all the money 1s 
indicative of the amount donated. Our total so far is £259.22.  Your 
generosity to such a worthwhile cause is wonderful. If your child 
does not have a collecting box and you would like to start supporting 
this Charity please let us know and we will arrange for a box to be 
given. The boxes are emptied annually and donations great or small 
are placed into the box through the year.

Badges will be presented to the children in the near future. The 
presentations will be made during Assembly.

New Toilet Block

With singular lack of ceremony the new toilets were opened for use.
This has relieved the rather urgent situation somewhat. The area 
has however still not been without its problems. New taps( designed 
to turn on at a touch and off automatically, provdd totally Self defeating 
when they would not turn off at all. Having, on the fist time of use, 
drained off the entire School suply of hot water, and then another time 
had cold water running for a long period, we have now reverted to conven
tional taps and hopefully our troubles are over.



M O T H E R ’S U N I O N

May 4 9 15 am Corporate Communion at All -Saints' Church
May 9 7 30 pm Eucumenical Social at the Parish Rooms, Bell 

Film by Mr D Jowitt 'A Visit to Austria1.
Lane.

May 10 2 30 pm Invitation from Wragby Mother's Union to join 
tour of Wragby Church. Names to me please 
4 May if you wish to go.

a guided 
by the

May 19 7 30 pm Invitation to a Deanery cheese and wine evening at 
SouthElmsall Church for the Young Families Project.

May 26 2 30 pm Service and AGM at All Saints' Church.

Kitty Cooper

FROM THE REGISTERS

MARRIAGES "Whom God has joined together"

12 March Scott Adamson and Melanie Louise Ely 
9 April Richard Anthony Hobman and Julie White

FUNERALS "In sure hope of. the Resurrection"

21 March Jean Woodhead, Cricketer's Close. 54 years.
11 April William Herbert Benson, Rhyddings Drive. 78 years.

ooOoo

St Cuthbert's Flower Rota

May 1 Miss Canning May 22 Pentecost - Congregation
May 8 - May 29
May 15 Mr J Lamprey

------ ooOoo'------

Brass Cleaning Rota

Mrs P Asquith Mrs P Lancaster

----- ooOoo------

All Saints' Flower Rota

May 1 E M Smith/M Walker May 22 Pentecost - Congregation
May 8 vacant May 29
May 15 Mrs Upright

ooOoo

Copy for the June magazine should be handed to the Rector by 
Sunday 8 May.



SUNDAY SERVICES 
St Cuthbert's: 
All Sai nts' :

MAY
10 15 am The Parish Communion 
8 30 am Holy Communion (2nd Sunday, 1662 Prayer Book) 
6 30 pm Evensong (2nd SOnday, Holy Communion)

HID WEEK SERVICES
Tuesday: 9 15 am Holy Communion, St Cuthbert's Church
Wednesday: 9 15 am Holy Communion, All Saints' Church
Holy Days: As announced in church and the Calendar

Guide and Brownie Parade and Family Communion - 2nd Sunday in the month. 
Service for Mothers and Toddlers - 2nd and 4th Tuesdays in the month 

(except August), 2 pm at All Saints' Church.
Bapti sms normally take place at the 10 15 am Parish Communion on the 
4th Sunday in the month.

Ministry to the Sick. Please inform the Rector of anyone who is in 
hospital or very i11 at home.

Enquiries about Baptisms, Marriages and Banns. The Rector is normally 
available every Tuesday evening between 7 30 and 8 pm at the Rectory. 
Please telephone beforehand to arrange an appointment.

1st EASTER 4
Readings: 2 Cor.4.13 - 5.5 (Mrs J Waites); John 14.1-11. ASB 620.

2nd Mon Bank Holiday, no service at Howard School 
3rd Tues ST PHILIP AND ST JAMES, APOSTLES 

9 15 am Holy Communion (SC)
4th Wed 9 15 am Holy Communion (AS)
6-8th Parish Weekend at Barrowby House, near Harrogate 
8th EASTER 5

Readings: Romans 8.28-end (Mr R Firth); John 16.12-24. ASB 625.
7 00 pm Ackworth Fellowship of Churches United Service,

Ackworth School. Preacher: Revd Eric Smith 
10th Tues 9 15 am Holy Communion (SC)

2 00 pm Service for Mothers and Toddlers (AS)
8 45 pm Prayer Group, 60 Holly Bank 

11th Wed 9 15 am Holy Communion (AS)
12th Thurs ASCENSION DAY

7 30 pm Parish Communion (SC)
15th SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY

Read i ngs: Fph. 4.1-13 (Mr S McDougall); Luke 24.45-end. ASB 633 . 
16th Mon Start of Christian Aid Week 
17th Tues 9 15 am Holy Communion (SC)

8 00 pm Standing Committee, the Rectory 
18th Wed 9 15 am Holy Communion (AS)

7 45 pm Parish Women's Group, the Rectory
19th Thurs 7 15 pm Archdeacon's Visitation, St Giles', Pontefract 
20th Fri 7 30 pm 'Praise for Pentecost', Wakefield Cathedral 
22nd PENTECOST

Read)ngs: Acts 2.1-11 (Mrs M Moorhouse); John 20.19-23. ASB 636. 
Mon 7 30 pm Worship Committee, the Rectory 

24th Tues 9 15 am Holy Communion (SC)
2 00 pm Service for Mothers and Toddlers (AS)
8 00 pm Festival of Praise, St Cuthbert's Church

25th Wed 9 15 am Holy Communion (AS)
29th TRINITY SUNDAY

Readings: Fpfi. 1.3-14 (Mrs M Ward); John 14.8-17. ASB 641.
31st Tues 9 15 am Holy Communion (SC)

JUNE
1st Wed 9 15 am Holy Communion (AS)
4th Sat 2 30 pm Cream Tea afternoon, Tenter Ings House, 83 Pontefract

Road.
5th PENTECOST 2

Readi ngs: Acts 2.37-end (Mr D Cook); Luke 14.15-24. ASB 646.


