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RECTOR'S NOTES
Christmas is always a busy time for the churches. Christmas services 
are usually very well attended. People are even prepared to come to 
church at times which if suggested at any other time of year would be 
considered total madness, e.g. midnight. Why is this so?
Clearly Christmas has its own special appeal with its message of 
peace on earth, and its romantic story of the birth of Christ in 
Bethlehem. Everywhere is festively decorated and it is a time of 
great joy, especially for families with young children.
There is a danger, however, that we see Christmas in too romantic a 
light. The churches may be full at Christmas, but where are the 
worshippers in the middle of January? As a nation we have become a 
secular society, i.e. few people regularly worship God in church and 
many have no religious beliefs at all. Most people only ever attend 
church a few times in their lives, on special occasions such as weddings, 
baptisms and funerals. The trouble is we want our religion on the cheap. 
We do not want it to make any demands on us. We are not prepared to 
commit ourselves in costly worship of God. We want the tinsel, but not 
the trouble.
The odd thing is that the first Christmas involved no tinsel at all, 
but a draughty stable. The story is about the illegitimate birth of God 
as man. It is about the Creator of the universe becoming a vulnerable 
human child. Yet we have gift-wrapped the story; we have drawn its 
sting; we have lost the message. The goodwill of Christmas, and our 
response to the message of the Christ child, will disappear like cigar 
smoke unless we take seriously its meaning for our lives.
I intend .to hold a quiet evening in St. Cuthbert's Church on Tuesday,
15th December, from 7.30 to 9.00 p.m. As last year there will be 
readings, prayers, and times of quiet for reflection in order to 
prepare spiritually for Christmas. The evening will start with Evensong 
and end with Compline. Our preparations for Christmas are always hectic, 
and the evening will provide an 'oasis' of calm!
Another event in preparation for Christmas is a 'Service of Advent 
Praise1, to be held at Wakefield Cathedral, on Friday, 4th December, at 
7.30 p.m. This service, led by the Bishop of Pontefract, will be very 
well attended so if you want a seat get there early!
The Ackworth Fellowship of Churches is to distribute a Christmas leaflet, 
as last year, setting out the Christmas services in the village. Details 
of Anglican services will be found in this magazine. Children are 
invited to bring gifts to the crib at the service 'Carols on Christmas 
Eve' at 6.30 p.m. at St. Cuthbert's Church. The gifts will be 
distributed to needy children in the area through the social services 
department. Children receive so much at Christmas that it is good for 
them to remember those less fortunate than themselves.
"On the twelth day of Christmas my true love sent to me, twelve lords a
leaping...." Yes, believe it or not Christmas lasts twelve whole days.
It doesn't end on the night of Boxing Day, or with the sales in the 
shops, contrary to popular belief. Nor does Christmas begin at the 
start of December though you would be forgiven if you thought it did.
In order to emphasise this fact the date of the Village Carol Service 
has been altered. Instead of being held in the middle of December, at 
least two weeks before Christmas, it will be held this year on the 
Sunday after Christmas Day, 27th December, in the heart of the Christmas 
s.eason. The service will be at St. Cuthbert's Church at 3 p.m. There 
will be no evening service at All Saints' Church that day.



The Church Council has approved a price Increase for the magazine. In 
1988 the cost of the magazine will increase to 20p. a copy. However, 
the annual subscription will only be increased from £1.80 to £2.00.
This means that those who pay annually will face only a modest increase. 
We hope that this new subscription rate will enable us to balance our 
books on the magazine, and will ease the work of distributors. I hope 
very much that you will continue to give us your support.
A very Happy Christmas to you all.

Peter Moorhouse.

News from The Howard, Church of England, First School. 
Some snippets from the School Newsletter :
ANTI - LITTER COMPETITION
In the last newsletter mention was made of the Anti-Litter Competition 
being run throughout the area. Class 1 worked extremely hard at the 
end of last term both outside school and in the classroom. Their work 
was taken for judging and the results awaited with excitement. Well .... 
HOWARD SCHOOL WON FIRST PRIZE.
NEW BUILDINGS
Building work is taking place at the School and the extension to the 
existing toilet block is progressing slowly. Further "beautification" 
took place during the Summer holidays and Class 2. room now has a 
smart new floor and a carpeted area for the children's use.
SCHOOL COMPUTER
We are now the proud owners of a computer, monitor and disc drive.
Class 1. have already started work with the equipment and the preliminary 
development in computer work is gradually being introduced.
WANTED
Howard School is in desperate need of a second-hand TYPEWRITER. We are 
prepared to purchase or to accept a donation. Can anyone help, please?
We do not have a typewriter in the school.

GIFT DAY
The Gift Day in October raised a total of £317. Many thanks to all who 
contributed gifts.

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Saturday, 5th December, 2.30 p.m. 
The Howard School, Low Ackworth.
To be opened by Dr. Jean Wharton

Stalls include: Red Stall + Scarves & Jewellery + 
Fancy Goods & Stationery + Books + Tombola + 

'Flowers & Fruit With a Difference' + Bran Tub + 
Raffle + Refreshments etc.
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As mentioned in Bishop David's last letter, there will be a service of praise and 
readings on the Advent theme on Friday 4th December in Wakefield Cathedral, 
7.30 pm. The preacher will be Canon John Gunstone, the current chairman of 
Anglican Renewal Ministries.
Warning!
This is a major event and carries with it the warning that last year they ran out of 
pews, ran out of chairs, and ran out of hassocks for people to sit on . . .

THE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY SHOP has
moved to new temporary premises in 
The Bull Ring, Wakefield. They urgently 
need helpers (3-hour shifts) and 
donations of clothing, toys, bric-a-brac 
etc. Ring Margaret Walker, Wk 378368.

ALTERATION OF DATE ,
The

Post-Confirmation Eucharist in the 
Cathedral will now be on Saturday 
30th April 1988 with Bishop David at 
10.30 am. This was originally the 7th 
May 1988.

EDITORIAL
It is unusual for such a large editorial, but necessary in order to put across these 
points. As from 1st December I shall be living in Barkisland Vicarage. My visits to 
Church Flouse are infrequent, so that anything for 'See-Link' must be posted to 
Barkisland.
Many phone-calls concerning the delivery of 'See-Link' are going to Lindleys, 
the Printers. This causes widespread confusion for them, for me and the printer 
of the delivery labels. Please write to me with anything to do with 'See-Link', 
at:— Barkisland Vicarage, HALIFAX, Yorkshire.
The deadline for the reception of Copy is always crucial, especially the next one 
given my impending removal. Space is ata premium, I am always senttoo much 
to put in and I want the type to be large enough to be read by everyone.
I would greatly appreciate it if all changes of orders could be confined to the 
quarters of the year. If you require an alteration to the numbers of'See-Link' you 
receive, please could you make them take effect on the 1st of:—Jan or Apr or Jul 
or Oct? If this is done it would also make the tedious job of totalling up the 
parish orders at Church Flouse much shorter, thereby saving the diocese a good 
deal of money.
Finally, there is no charge for putting items in 'See-Link', and a Very Happy 
Christmas and peaceful1988 to all readers in and beyond the diocese.

HNL.



CHRISTIAN CARE IN THE 
COMMUNITY

OaUxui

LEEDS CHRISTIAN HOME FOR AUTISTIC ADULTS

At a time when thousands of mentally 
handicapped people are being 
dispersed in the community (see Bishop 
David's letter in the September 1987 
See-Link) it is timely that a small 
Christian home for young autistic adults 
is shortly to open in North Leeds. 
ASHLAR HOUSE is to be managed by 
an interdenominational Charitable 
Trust whose patrons include Lord 
Coggan and the Bishop of Ripon.
This home will be the only one of its 
kind within a much wider area than 
Leeds and so the trustees hope that it 
will have the interest and support of 
Christians beyond the City boundaries. 
They are to send further information to 
all churches in the Diocese of 
Wakefield.

WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER
5 The Yorkshire Association of 
Change Ringers (Western Branch), 
meeting at Calverlev. Christmas 
Social in Pudsey Churcn Hall.
FOUR EVENINGS IN ADVENT -  a 
course for study groups, providing an 
opportunity for members of con
gregations to prepare for Christmas. 
Apply to the Rev David King, Edu
cation Dept, Church House, 
Wakefield. W k 371802.

PEOPLE AND PLACES
The Rev C Barter, A/c of St John's 
Margate (Canterbury Diocese) is to be 
the Rector of Whitwood.
The Rev Charles Billington, Vicar of 
Walsden is to take an appointment in 
the Church in Wales.
The Rev John Crabb, Rector of the 
North Huddersfield Team and the 
Rev Edward Gee, Vicar of All Saints' 
Castleford have been appointed 
Honorary Canons of Wakefield 
Cathedral.
The following Readers were 
Admitted and Licensed by the Bishop 
of Pontefract in Halifax Parish Churcn 
on St Luke's Day 1987:—
Phillip Attwood to Kirkheaton
Eric Crabtree to Lockwood & Rash-
cliffe
Hester Deacon to Meltham Mills 
Joy Gunter to St Thomas Batley 
Harry Henderson to All Saints 
Salterhebble 
David Hewitt to Bradley 
Mavis Nevill to Ovenden 
Ron Philpott to South Ossett 
Harry Tarpey to Birchencliffe 
Ralph Tuck to Marsden 
Jocelyne Walkley to Upperthong 
The Readers licensed were:—
Ian Blakeley to Crosland Moor 
Richard Bromley to Woodkirk 
Trevor Brook to Thornhill Lees 
John Colbeck to Heckmondwike 
Peter Edwards to Brotherton 
Derek Glover to Greetland & West 
Vale
Stuart Naylor to Southowram 
Pamela Priestley to Holy Trinity 
Huddersfield
Jim Robinson to South Ossett

DECEMBER INSTITUTIONS 
& LICENSINGS
1 Kellington-w-Whitley

— Licensing +RP
13 Barkisland — Licensing +DW
14 Sowerby Parishes

— Institution +DW



BISHOP DAVID WRITES
Deadline
One of the hazards of this monthly 
letter is that, in order to meet the 
editor's deadline, I have to put pen to 
paper well in advance of its actual 
publication in See-Link. So I am 
regularly having to "think future" — 
from the beginning of November into 
the beginning of December.
Morality debate
We are presently preparing as I write 
this letter for the November meeting 
of the General Synod with much 
publicity given over to Mr Higton's 
motions on sexual morality ana I am 
being bombarded by material, some 
of it quite extraordinary, on matters 
sexual, from all sides — conservative 
and liberal! There seems little 
recognition in all of this of our basic 
standing in Christ through baptism, 
regardless of whether a person is 
homosexual, heterosexual or 
whatever.
In baptism we are united to Christ — 
behold a new creature. We are 
brought into a wholly new 
relationship in Jesus Christ, and in him 
with each other. For the Christian 
disciple, what one's sexual 
preference is, often a somewhat 
introspective preoccupation with 
oneself I believe, ought not to be the 
primary concern. The Collect for 
Christmas Day reminds us — who are 
regenerate and made Cod's children 
by adoption and grace — that we 
"may daily be renewed by the Holy 
Spirit".
This "renewal" by the Holy Spirit 
extends into every part of our lives, 
not merely the spiritual but the 
physical and the sexual as well. And 
this doesn't deny "the sexual" in any 
way, rather life in Christ Jesus affirms 
and enhances the sexual aspects of 
the human person when seen in the 
wholly larger context of Cod's love

for us in Jesus Christ — Cod with us, 
whoever we happen to be, however 
we happen to find ourselves.
Positive Christian response 
In my response to Mr Higton I made it 
clear that I was very ready to observe 
that which is clearly the traditional 
Christian teaching rooted in 
Scripture, that sexual intercourse 
outside marriage and "homosexual 
intercourse" so called, are sinful 
and wrong. At the same time I simply 
cannot go along with the gloomy 
negativity of much of wnat is 
surrounding his statements.
The enfleshment of God in Jesus 
Christ is the ground of our Christian 
rejoicing ana merrymaking. Here is 
no denial of who and what we are: 
here is God underscoring and 
underlining in the particularity of one 
human life the potential that there is 
in every human life and the whole of' 
humanity — "God saw what he had 
made and behold it was very good". 
Perhaps we should be better served 
by being less judgemental, negative, 
and condemnatory and more clearly 
committed to setting out the 
positively enterprising and exciting 
nature of Christian believing ana 
Christian living.
Love and reconciliation
May we who at this time are preparing 
to celebrate the festival of him who 
was born of a pure virgin, reflect more 
truly and more clearly in our own lives 
ana in the life of our church that same 
spontaneous readiness to reach out 
in love and service and compassion 
to each other and indeed to all with 
whom we share our common 
humanity. Christmas is the summons 
to us to continue that work of God in 
Jesus Christ, reconciling the world to 
himself, "not counting their 
trespasses against them, and 
entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation".
With greetings in Christ,

+ David Wakefield



THE FASTEST CHOIR!
The RSCM (Halifax District Committee) Swimming Gala took place on the 10th 
October 1987 at Huddersfield. Ten choirs (of both ooys & girls) took part and the 
shield was presented by Mr Arthur Brown of Huddersfield. Result:—

1st Ripponden Parish Church 
2nd Honley Parish Church 
3rd Mirfield Parish Church

The winners are understood to have been practising "Out of the Deep" by 
Naylor before the event. Ed.

DECEMBER MUSIC
2 & 9 LUNCHTIME RECITALS (12.30 - 

1.30) in St John's Wakefield by the 
Wakefield District College Music 
Dept. Bring sandwiches, drinks 
provided.

5 ADVENT ORGAN RECITAL
(composite), Halifax Parish Church 
7.15.

5 ADVENT & CHRISTMAS MUSIC in
Brighouse Parish Church presented 
by the Symroyd Singers. 7.30, £1.50 
& £ 1.

10 "MESSIAH" -  Halifax Choral 
Society, Civic Theatre, with the 
Orchestra da Camera.

16/17 CAROL CONCERTS -  Halifax 
Choral Society, Civic Theatre, with 
the Black Dyke Mills Band.

19 CHRISTMAS CAROL RECITAL in 
the Chapel of St Peter's Convent 
Horbury, by St Peter's Consort 
7.30. £1 (Cone 75p).

21 CHRISTMAS CAROLS in Thornes 
Parish Church by St Peter's 
Consort, 8.00.

MARKET PLACE
WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL CHOIR
requires new choristers. Applications 
for Choral Scholarships, (tenable at 
Q.E.C.S.) are invited, soon as possible. 
Entrance exam 4th March, voice trial 
12th March. Age 7-9, please apply:— 
The Headmaster, Q.E.G.S., WAKE
FIELD, Yorkshire.
ORGANIST REQUIRED -  All Souls' 
Mission Church, Norristhorpe. Tel 
The Rev R Weller, Heckmondwike 
405881.
ANOTHER ORGANIST REQUIRED -
Castleford Parish Church, also a choir 
leader. Tel The Rev E Gee, Cas 552401.
95 ENGLISH HYMNALS MUST GO. 50
words only & 45 melody editions. Also 
27 EH Service Books (words only). Offers 
to Eddie Fowler, Hx 57060.
"LIBER USUALIS" copies wanted, 
either in Plain Chant or Modern 
notation (any language). Also wanted, 
from The English Gradual (Part II) the 
Proper & Supplement - as many copies 
as possible. Tel. Huddersfield 25387.CHAPELTHORPE PLAY

St James' Sunday School, Chapelthorpe now has 50 children, all meeting in one 
room! Each Christmas, Harvest and Mothering Sunday the children make their 
special contribution to the act of worship.
These items are usually written by the teachers and one of the Nativity Plays has 
now been published oy the General Synod's Board of Education. The play is 
"The Meaning of Christmas" and is in the Oct edition of the magazine 
'TOGETHER'. It is a shame that the name of the Church and Sunday School has 
been omitted.

E-LINK EDITOR—The Rev Hugh N Lawrance, Barkisland Vicarage, HALIFAX, Yorkshire. 
Tel. Hx 824146. Changes of order & Copy for January, in writing please, by 2nd 
December 1987.
SEE-LINK PRINTERS — John Lindley Son & Co Ltd, for The Wakefield Diocesan Board of 
Finance, 1 South Parade, WAKEFIELD, Yorkshire.



Some More Library Books.
Here are some more books in our library at 
St. Cuthbert's Church.
THE LIFE AND DEATH OF ST. CUTHBERT by C .J . 
Stranks. The story of St. Cuthbert is as 
fascinating as any in the history of the 
Church. A missionary, a miracle worker 
and a saint, he was greatly loved in his 
lifetime, and revered throughout the 
Middle Ages. 1300 years after his death 
in 687 pilgrims continue to visit his tomb 
in Durham Cathedral.
ible in the library are:-

THE LION CONCISE BIBLE ENCYCLOPEDIA, an A to Z of Bible topics for 
the general reader.
THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF PAUL - a beautifully illustrated book about 
St. Paul, who next to Jesus was the most important figure in early 
Christian history. His writings make up a third of the New Testament. 
This book outlines his life, and his teachings.
JESUS, THEN AND NOW by David Watson - another colourfully 
illustrated book by the late vicar of St. Michael - le - Belfry,
York. This book re-presents the facts of Jesus' life, and points 
out the significance of Jesus for our lives to-day.
THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS by C.S. Lewis (Sub-title: Letters from a 
Senior to a Junior Devil.) If you have never read this famous book 
by an outstanding Christian author you should give it a try. The 
sub title tells all. Wormwood, a junior devil, receives both 
friendly and threatening advice from Uncle Screwtape on how to 
trap us poor humans.
Three books for those who are suffering, include:
PEACE, BE STILL, for those in hospital and suffering illness.
A LIGHT SHINES, for those going through the experience of suffering. 
TOWARDS THE DAWN, for those living under the shadow of depression.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ACKWORTH CONCERT SOCIETY
CAROLS FOR CHRISTMAS *

#

Saturday, 19th December, 7.30 p.m. *
St. Cuthbert's Church. *

*

A Festive Evening of Carols for all the family with 
Nostell Colliery Band and St. Cuthbert's Church 

Handbell Group.
Tickets: Adults £2.50: Children £1.

Adult tickets will include a glass of mulled wine. 
Part of proceeds for Church funds.

*

*
*
*

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



CHRISTMAS SERVICES

6.30 p,m. 
CHRISTMAS EVE

6.30 p.m.

11.30 p.m.
CHRISTMAS DAY 

8.30 a.m.

A Service of Lessons and Carols (All Saints')

Carols on Christmas Eve - a service for all the 
family. Children are invited to bring toys, 
games, etc. to be given to underprivileged 
children. Please gift wrap and mark 'boy' or 
'girl', and suitable age. (St. Cuthbert's Church)
Midnight Mass (St. Cuthbert's)

Holy Communion (All Saints')
10.15 a.m. The Parish Communion (St. Cuthbert's)

SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS, DECEMBER 27th.
3.00 p.m. Village Carol Service (St. Cuthbert's) (Peace-

ot%art£
To All Magazine Distributors

May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your efficient work 
during 1987? Next year there is going to be a slight change so that 
hopefully the job will be more streamlined!
The magazine subscription in 1988 will be £2.00 for the year, but if 
magazines are bought separately the cost will be 20p. per copy.
As usual, it is of enormous help to everyone concerned with the 
financial affairs of the church, if the year's subscription can be 
collected when the January magazine is distributed.
Your kind co-operation in previous years has been especially 
appreciated by the church treasurer and myself.

Mollie Gardham.

Christmas / Sacred or Christ / Massacred 
Where do You draw the line?



THE MOTHERS' UNION
December 2nd. 9.15 a.m. Corporate Communion.

All Saints' Church.
There will be no service or meeting this month.
May I take this opportunity to wish all our members and happy and 
blessed Christmas.

Kitty Cooper.

THE PARISH REGISTERS
Holy Baptism
October 25th
October 25th
October 25th
October 25th
Holy Matrimony
October 19th
October 24th
October 31st
Christian Burial
October 13th
October 15th

David Richard Watson, 125 Wakefield Road. 
Samantha Amy Loy, 1 Brookfield Drive. 
Daniel Luke Evans, 67 Pontefract Road. 
Emma Jane Evans, 67 Pontefract Road.

Graham Leslie Thompson and Catherine Jane Dando. 
John Cusworth and Jacqueline Goodwin.
Paul Andrew White and Nichole Simmone Kitson.

Elizabeth Thomas, aged 66 years. 
James Phoenix, aged 61 years.

CHURCH_____FLOWERS
Traditionally there are no flowers in church during Advent.
Flowers for Christmas provided by donations from the Congregation.
Donations may be given to Mrs. P. Asquith (St. Cuthbert's) or 
Miss E.M. Smith (All Saints')

Brass Cleaning Rota
December 6th and 13th Mrs. Barnard & Mrs. Dodd.

Copy for the January magazine should be handed to the Rector by 
Sunday, 6th December.



D E C E M B E R
SUNDAY SERVICES

St. Cuthbert's: 10.15 am The Parish Communion
All Saints' : 8.30 am Holy Communion (2nd Sunday, 1662 Prayer Bk)

6.30 pm Evensong (2nd Sunday, Holy Communion)
Guide and Brownie Parade and Family Communion - 2nd Sunday in the month. 
Service for Mothers and Toddlers - 2nd and 4th Tuesdays in the month 
(except August), 2 pm at All Saints' Church.
Baptisms normally take place at the 10.15 am Parish Communion on the 4th 
Sunday in the month.
Ministry to the Sick. Please inform the Rector of anyone who is in 
hospital or very ill at home.
Enquiries about Baptisms, Marriages and Banns. The Rector is normally 
available every Tuesday evening between 7.30 and 8 pm at the Rectory. 
Please telephone beforehand to arrange an appointment.
1st Tues. ST. ANDREW THE APOSTLE

9.15 am Holy Communion (SC)
2nd Wed. 9.15 am Holy Communion (AS)
5th Sat. 2.30 pm Christmas Fayre, the Howard School.
6th ADVENT 2.

Readings: Isaiah 64.1-7 (Mr. D. Cook); Luke 4.14-21. ASB.430.
7th Mon. 6.45 pm Holy Communion

7.30 pm PCC, both at the Howard School, Low Ackworth.
8th Tues. 9.15 am Holy Communion (SC)

2.00 pm Service for Mothers and Toddlers (AS)
9th Wed. 9.15 am Holy Communion (AS)
13 th ADVENT 3

Readings: Malachi 3.1-5; Matt.11.2-15. ASB 434.
14th Mon. 2.00 pm Howard School Nativity Service, St. Cuthbert's Church
15th Tues. 9.15 am Holy Communion (SC)

7.30 pm Quiet Evening, St. Cuthbert's Church.
16th Wed. 9.15 am Holy Communion (AS)

7.45 pm Parish Women's Group Christmas Dinner.
19th Sat. 7.30 pm Ackworth Concert Society, Carols for Christmas, 

St. Cuthbert's Church.
20th ADVENT 4

Readings: Zecharish 2.10-end (Mrs. D. White); Matt.1.18-23. ASB.439.
6.30 pm A Service of Lessons and Carols (AS)

22nd Tues. 9.15 am Holy Communion (SC)
23rd Wed. 9.15 am Holy Communion (AS)
24th CHRISTMAS EVE

6.30 pm Carols on Christmas Eve, St. Cuthbert's Church.
11.30 pm Midnight Mass (SC)

25th CHRISTMAS DAY
8.30 am Holy Communion (AS)

10.15 am The Parish Communion (SC)
27th FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

Readings: Romans 12.1-8 (Mr. C. Tanswell); Luke 2.22-40. ASB.452.
8.30 am Holy Communion (AS)

10.15 am The Parish Communion (SC)
3.00 pm Ackworth Fellowship of Churches, Village Carol 

Service, St. Cuthbert's Church.
N.B. No Evensong at All Saints'.

N.B. NO MID-WEEK SERVICES DURING THE WEEK COMMENCING 28TH DECEMBER. 
JANUARY
3rd SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

Readings: Rev.21.22-22.5 (Mrs. J. Waites); Matt.2.1-12, 19-23.
ASB.458.


